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Bzme.. he; Kcopretial with 3 Seute of 
the Truths of revealed Religion, and con- 
ſcious how little thoſe Heavenly Truths, 
as now underſtood, are regarded (not only 
by the unthinking Part of Mankind, 2 
alſo by thoſe who conſider Parts. and 
Abilities as the proper * „ 0g = 
the Reception of Divine Truths) I feel 
myſelf diſpoſed to trouble my Readers wy 

2 few Obſervations, in Support off 
 Syſtern, by which alone, Man can 10) hold 
on everlaſting Life, v2. * n; of 

e 8 „„ 5 
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The Oiuteßt⸗ of. the following Pad | 
are humbly ſubmitted to the ſerious Conſi- 
deration of the Lovers of Truth, even thoſe 
who! with to know“ who they worſhip.” 
I haye no other Motive but that of . recom- 
mending to others, thoſe juſt and ſolid 
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„ PREFACE. 
Fuss contained in the Holy Word, and 
Which I am got aſhamed to acknowledge, 
I had not the Taft" echception of (though 
connected many years with a reſpectable 
Religious Community) nor ſhould I ever 
Have underſtood the Scriptures, if I had 
not met with the writings of that 2 
of the Lord, Emanuel Swedenborg. 
heſitate | not to confeſs him a eine 4 in- 
. [ writer; för this reaſon, he Ras been 
5 . to unfold the myſteries of the Word 
of God, to open the Bobk which has hitherto 
2 been ſhut, and to ſhow to the World that 
There” is no Church, tut where OY and 


1 and. become hriag N eee af Heaven 
Man. : I am fully aſſured, that if the 
bes and ſober enemies to enthuſiaſm, | RY 
would only have patience to read his wri- + 
tings, till they in ſome degree underſtocd 
nis principles, be they who they will, 
Ebriſtian, Deiſt, or Atheiſt, they would 
be forced to think as I do, and that WwRh- 
out either adding him to the number of the 
ee or his e a ta . n 
Canon.“ ien Jud 
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PREFATE,: 1 


"Bi is an obſervation I have da; made, 
that to mention the name of him, who has 
redeemed mankind, is diſpleafing, and an 
un pardonable breach af politeneſs. amongſt 
the gay part: no wonder then, that the 
writings of this man are coolly received 
by ſuch, for Jeſus Chriſt is the foundation 
and corner ſtone of the celeſtial temple in 
the New Jeruſalem. But I know there are 
others who love to hear his name, which 2 
is divine muſic to their ſouls, and theſe are 
they, who, when they hear of, will read 
and embrace, the living word in its interna 
ſenſe, which is naw more immediately be- 
come a fountain of living waters (i. 8 
ſpiritual truths, and bread from heaven,” 

* (i. e.) the good of divine ave; theſe are they 
who are ſeeking ** Jehovah of Sabaoth in 
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E  .- Zion and in Jeruſalem,” who. wiſh to 
PP drink deep of the cup, which holds the 


water of eternal life, and who ſee the ne= 
ceſſicy of dying to pride, and ſeeking for _ i 
falvation only in humility ; for IJxsuvs 
Cusxlsr is the only peace, and reſt, and 
atis faction of human life. This is the know. 
ledge of thoſe who are let into the holy of _-. ü 
holies, . by t the Lord himſelf, in his _ 

| choſen - e 2 f | 
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man, e no * chan to _ know that 
God is all, which begets in man, what was 
bagotten in Paul when he, cried. out, G⁰ 
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REVEREND Ds. PRIESTLV. 


* - 


That Jeſus Chriſt is the only Cod. 


REVEREND SIR; 


ON peruſing your Letters to the Mem- 


bers of the Nzw Cavrcn, ſignified by the New 


Jeruſalem in the Revelations, I was not diſap- 
pointed in finding; that the general ſentiments 
they hold, do not ¶ meet your approbation; 
for I ſpeak by experience, when I fay, there is 


ſomething in man ſo unwilling to part from his 


erroneous opinion eſtabliſhed by cuſtom (par- 
ticularly in religious matters) that rather than 
his judgment ſhould be thought deficient, he 


would open es the windows of his underſtanding 
to receive error, and expel truth wick a blaſt of 


render 3 , 
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LETTERS TO DR. PRIESTLv. 


ta 


The members of the New Cnuxch (amongſt 
whom you are pleaſed to ſay, are many per- 
ſons of unqueſtionable good ſenſe, and the moſt 
upright minds”) are undoubtedly obliged to you 
for the many handſome compliments you pay 
them, on account of the value which they have 
for Chriſtianity, and their zeal in the ſupport of 
their mode of worſhip. I hope the New 
Cnuxcn will merit the good opinion of the 
whole world, by continuing to ſhow, that the 
value they have for the religion taught by their 
Cod, and their zeal in the ſupport of it, ſpring 
from Love to Him, and Charity to all mankind. 


In what we have to ſay, we appeal to the 
_ Scriptures, * fairly and truly interpreted,” with- 
out the aid of ſubtle deceit, and fallacious argu- 
ment. I diſpute not your capability of under- 
ſtanding what is contained in the pages of the 
Sacred Word, as well as we, being bleſſed with the 
uſe of your rational faculties; however, a fair and 
candid ſtatement of the.caſe, will enable the 
| world to judge, whether you do or not. 


With regard to the. diſcuſſion of the various | 
ſubjeQs in the following Pages, as you deny. all 
intercourſe; or correſpondence, between ſpiritual 
and natural things, I have little expectation of 
haſtily convincing you of the truth of that ſyſtem, 
which admits of ſpiritual agency, and ſhows the 
A | | weakneſs 


rn 1: 3 


3 ſolly of looking for the MET” "I 
tion of all things to the corporeal ſenſes : But I 
took up my pen principally with a deſign of 
aſſiſting thoſe, who, meeting with your Letters, 
might enter into the idea of a God without form, 
of Nature as God, and the conſequent errors 
ariſing from ſuch a vellaſ.” | 


The firſt ſubject I ſhall beg your attention to, 
is that grand fundamental of. the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion, viz. the Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 


and here I ſhall take the liberty of pointing out 


the ſtumbling- block, over which you, and all 


your predeceſſors in doctrine, have fallen, I mean 
the abſurd and unſupported ſyſtems of Ma- 
teriality * Naturalifm. 


Te oppoſe Matter to Spirit, or (which is the 
ſame) to deny the exiſtence of Spirit, by calling 
the Soul only refined particles of Matter, is fo 


abſurd in its principle, that to hold it out to the 


world as truth, attended with plauſible argument, 
is an affront to common ſenſe ; for every one 
knows that his natural body is actuated by a2 
thinking principle within, and is alſo ſenſible 
that the body, of itſelf, cannot think or a&t.— 
Now, however Matter may be refined, it will 
ſtil be matter, and, conſequently, for ever in- 
capable of thinking. What a dreadful ſolitary 
gg” then, does this doctrine of Materiality 
8 give 
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give us that when we die, the ſpirit exiſts no 
more, nor ever will exiſt, unleſs there is a 
material Reſurrection, when you ſay, this body, 
we now have, will be raiſed again, St. Paul is 
not of your opinion, for he ſays it is not raiſed a 
natural (or material) but a ſpiritual (or ſubſtan- 
tial) body. If we follow you on your own: 
ground a little farther, the Apoſtles, the Fathers, 
and all men in their day, have now been in a 
ſtate of annihilation near eighteen hundred years, 
and may be eighteen thouſand years to come, 

for any thing you know. However, we have 
the comfortable news of immediate Reſur- 
rection in that book you pretend to believe, 
and which you ſay is better authenticated than 
the hiſtory of any country; for St. Stephen, at 
the point of death, ſeeing his God ready to 
receive him, cries in holy rapture, Lord Jæſus, 
receive my Spirit! Neither had there been any 
Reſurrection (agreeably to your notion) in our 
Lord's day; and yet he ſays, ſpeaking to the 


Sadducees, Have you not read that which was 


ſpoken upto you by God, faying, Jam the God 
of Abraham, and the God of Iſaac, and the God 
of Jacob God is not the God of the dead, but 
of the living.“ Matt. xxii. 3. Happy is it for 
the Apoſtles, the venerable Fathers, and all who. 
are not afraid of © a ſun-beam pointing out each 
ſecret thought,” that your ſyſtem is not founded 
in Scripture, but 9 cc like the baſeleſs 

fabric 


fabric of a viſion,” or the phantaſm of an un- 


LETTER 2, 


ſettled imagination, 


Equally as futile and imaginary is the doctrine 
of Naturaliſm, which teaches that all pheno- 
mena are to be accounted for by the operation of 
Nature ; or, in other words, that nothing can 
happen contrary to the common ideas the world 
have of the fixed laws of Nature. From which 
conſideration you draw this concluſion, '*© that 


| Jefus Chriſt was only a mere man, the worſhip 


of him is idolatrous, and one of the great 
corruptions of Chriſtianity.” * When ſuch aſ- 


ſertions as theſe are made, I can ſcarcely pre- 


vent a doubt entering my mind with regard to 
your ſincerity in the belief of that ſacred book, 
the Bible; but leſt I ſhould do you wrong by 
ſuch a ſuppoſition, I ſhall call your remembrance 


to a few particulars ; Rivers turned into Blood; 


Bread, as Rain, ſent down from Heaven ; 


Jordan divided, ſo that the water was as a wall 


dn each ſide ; the Sun and Moon ſtanding ſtill 


for the fpace of a whole day at the word of a man. 


Are theſe to be accounted for by the operation of 
natural cauſes? You will ſay they are all acts of 
the divine power. Then let me aſk, Is it not 
equally as poſſible for that divine power to be 
manifeſted. contrary to the ordinary courſe of 
Nature, in one inſtance, as it is in another? This 

4 | | > 2%, XU 
* See Dr. Prieſtly's Sermon on the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. 
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you cannot avoid giving your aſſent to; then 
you muſt grant the poſſibility of an act of the 
divine power being manifeſted at the Incarnation, 
which act of the divine power muſt be the out- 
going of the ys AY a body A 
ing man. 


It od give me pleaſure if you eould be 2 
little more conſiſtent with reaſon. In one page you 
call for miracles, in another you are, in effect, 
unwilling to acknowledge the poſſibility of any 

being done but what human wiſdom. can account 
for, Since you ſay, Should any BEING 
(i. e. Jehovah) in the complete form of an Angel, 
tell me that Gop had the form of a man, I ſhould 
tell him he was a /ying ſpirit. Does the philoſo« 
phy you allude to (and which 1 am ſenſible 
you underſtand in an eminent degree) teach 
you the nature and properties of any one 
thing ſo as fully to comprehend it? I think 
not. You may tell us that what proceeds from the 
Sun is Heat and Light; the huſhandman can tell 
us ſo too, but what is that Heat and Light in its 
eſſence? How comes a blade of 'graſs ? Is its 
primary origin from the ſeed, in which there is a 
ſeminal virtue, or idea of the effect? Certainly 
not, but from a deeper ground. Have you, 
with all your attainments, been able to. give the 
world any certain idea of Fire, in any of the 
different ſtates in which it exiſts? I mean 
| between 


L k T T1 K R 1. 7 


between the phenomena of fire actually exiſting 
as à principle in the compoſition of bodies, 


and thoſe | which it exhibits when exiſting 


ſeparately and in its natural ſtate, Mr. Hom- 
berg is of opinion, in this ftate, it may pro- 
perly have the names of fire, light, heat; and 
we may confider it as a ſubſtance compoſed of in- 
finitely ſmall particles, continually-agitated by a 
molt rapid motion, and of conſequence eſſen- 
tially fluid. But I aſk, by what mechaniſm is 
this fluid, which is fo ſubtle and active, ſo on- 
pable of penetrating into every other ſubſtance 


in nature, ſo fixed as to ee | 


of * ſolid boden 


The queſtion I aſk, i — an 
If you can inform us, whether fire be originally 


formed ſuch by the Creator; or whether it be 


mechanically producible from bodies? The 


moſt learned men we know of, have not been 


able to determine. The ancient philofophers, 
Homberg, Boerhaave, and others of the mo- 
derns, maintained the former. Bacon, Boyle, 
Newton, cc. &c. ſupported the latter. No if 
the origin of it eludes your ſagacious enquiries, 


nor comes within the cognizance of your ſenſes, 
the philoſophy of the huſbandman (Who feels 


| himſelf warmed by motion) is as deep, and pro- 
ceeds from as intimate a radix. Air is an ele- 
ment you have ſtudied with much attention. 

| | The 
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The reſult of your enquiry in this, is what the work 
were already acquainted with as to its principal 


properties being its ſuſceptibility of condenſation 
and rarefaction, or to occupy a ſmaller or larger 


ſpace by the preſence or abſence of heat. — 
But this is not tio difficult for the underſtanding of 
the ignorant, who are acquainted with no other 
ſcience but what the Bible teaches, and whofe 
humble lives are ſpent within the view of 
their village ſpire. Water tnay be, as Newton 
deſcribes it, a fluid ſalt, volatile, conſiſting of 
ſmall, ſmooth; hard, porous, ſpherical parti- 
cles, of equal diameters, ſliding eafily over. one 
another's ſurfaces ; but where is the philoſopher; 
who has yet been able to comprehend the won- 
derful combination and union of its parts ? Here 
the utinoſt ftretch of human learning is at a ſtand, 

and loſt in the contemplation of the moſt . 
thing in nature. 


| 1 hope you will not entertain à thought, that 1 
am here endeavouring to depreciate the merit of 
one who ſtands high in the eſtimation of the 
judicious and learned, for I am free to fay, that 
there are few in this country; who fo defervedly 
claim the thanks of the public for their improve - 


ments in experimental philoſophy as yourſelf. 


But the preceding obſervations are meant to ſhow, 
How ſhallow are the depthy of human learning, 
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how ineffectual in comprehending things infinite 


and divine. Since we remain in the deepeſt ig- 


norance, with regard to a things wh ge 


4 


Bebber Vester an the diſcuſſion ofa ſubject, | 
it may not be thought an unneceſſary digreſſion, 
do take a little notice of the origin of the doctrines 
of Socinus, by which we ſhall be able to judge | 

Ay _ be of PRA derivation. C 


1 dies fixteenth ks; dive livad,: at Sana, 
in u Lusen a gentleman, called Fauſtus Socinus, 


who ſeeing the many groſs abſurdities that pre- 
vailed in the Church (amongſt which ſtood as 
foremoſt, the diviſion of the Divine Eſſence by 


the worſhip of three perſons, or three Gods) 
laboured with much diligence, to collect and 


promulgate the doctrines of the ancient Anti- 
- trinitarians, the moſt conſpicuous founders of 


whom were, Ebion, Cerinthus, Carpocrates, 


Theodotus, and Samoſatenus, who denied the 5 8 | 
divinity of Chriſt, affirming, that he was a mere 


man, that he did not exiſt before the incarnation, 
that he hath not redeemed us, but only:prpcured + 
us a power to redeem ourſelves, by our faith and 
obedience; that God dwelt only in him as in the 


ancient prophets; with a variety of tenets in favour 

of deiſm, and the ſubverſion of all revealed religion. 
Socinus being the reviver, his follayers have 15 
it 9 to adopt his name, by calling 1 

| oO themſelves. 
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nus, 1 ſhall go back io the beginning of the 
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themſelves Socinians ; therefore, leaving "ITY 


fourch century, When we find che peace of the 
church diſturbed by Paulus Samoſatenus, who, 
as the faithful hiſtorian Euſebeus relates, by his 

_ kypocriſy 'obtained che ſee of Antioch, at the 
death of Demetrius, in the reign. of che Emperor 
Aurelian, three hundred years after Chriſt. The 
lame hiſtorian lived at that day, from whom 1 


have the following account of him: R wolf in 


a covering of wool, as the event made it appear, 
was no more than an ordinary man, and (like 
you) aſſerted, that he deſcended: not from Hea- 
ven - but had his origin upon earth. This 


| _ alarmed all the Governors of the Church ; and 


a very numerous Council of Prelates, Preſbyters 
and Deacons, met at Antioch, when it was de- 
bared, and Samoſatenus, made uſe of all the 
phemy, but the Council condemned his e- 


crable and impious opinions, and he was excluded 


the face of the whole earth. That as to the 


preſſion, ſacrilege, and ſimany, tioted in his 


pPulpit, and ĩnſtead of che hymns appointed o 
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be ſung in Honour of himſelf.” Euſebius takes 


enen, earfier” broacher of this blaſphemy, 


whe" ſprung up in the reign! of Severus; above = 


176 years after Chriſt; PÞzodotits, a Tanner, who 
was excommunicated: for this hereſy by Victor, 

Biſhop of Rome, in conjunction wich the other 
Chriſtian Churches. This Theodotus, wl a 


diſciple of is own name, by trade aSilverſinith, 


bargained with onie Natalis, a Confeffor, to ſekx 


uß ſot Biſhop of the hereſy, who was t be pat 


mbtthly/ Natatis returned from the herefy of 


Theodotus, put hirniſelf in the habit of a peni- 


tent; wine w himſelf at the feet of the Clergy and 
Laity, as they went itto their public meeting 
place, and ſo bewailedd his fault, that at lengtn 


tlie Church Was touched with compaſſion toward” : 
ow Dyfed, a. 105 e E va 


Et küche, obfäves ce wind notorious, dtn 
the Fachers, begltinitig with thofe who were with, 
and immediately ſaccectied;” the Apoſtles, toge⸗ 
ther with the“ writefs of the Church, down to 


. 


che time of Viator; Had afferteck the divinity of 
the Son, agrecably"t6/the plain feuſe of te Holy” 
Seriprures; but rheſe deceivets had metambr- 
phoſed and adblterated it, fine one way” and” 


ſotne another, and tiore acedunt they made f 


Euclid,- Ariſtotle, Theophraſtüs, Galen, anck Wie 
like,” that of the inſpired writings, or the doc- 


trine 


12 LETTERS To DR. PRIESTLY. 


trine of them. This hiſtorian. arniſhes.4 us with: 
an account of a ſect called Ebionians, and 
another nearly of the fame opinion, called 
Cerinthians. The Ebionians, from Ebion, their 
ringleader, or. from cbion, which in the He- 
brew language ſignifies poor, becauſe of the poor 
and beggarly notion they 50 of C Chriſt, for they 
ſaid, he was a mere man. I his hereſy did not 


- long continue. under the name Ebion, for they 


were called Elceſgites, from Elceſa, an -impoſter in 

the. reign. of T rajan. The Cerinthians, from 

Cerinthus, who lived: in the reign of Domitian, , 
about 60 years after Chriſt, of whom Ireneus re- 

lates (who had it from Polycarp, and Polycarp. 

was a_ diſciple of, and intimate with, St. John) 

that St. John being accidentally i in a bath where. 

Cerinthus was preſent, immediately . left. it, and 

- defired his followers to do the like, for fear: the 

building ſhould fall upon their heads. Their 

doctrines were chiefly theſe : ? That Jeſus Chriſt 

was the ſon of Joſeph and Mary, that he was 

not the Chriſt, but that Chriſt came upon him 

in his baptiſm 1 in the form of A dove; and flew: 

away from him before his crucifixion, inſomuch 

that Jeſus ſuffered , At that time and not Chriſt. 

.  Ecclef. Hiſt. —By, the ame apthor we are. told, - 
that Cerinthus agreed with the Carpocratians,” 

"a filthy ſect from a vile e named Carpo- 

CO SFO. eld that r was a: re, ADs"! 
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| antiquity of your doctrines, as we find they 


were introduced ſoon, after our Lord was called 
to his miniſtry.—Matt, xiii, 4.68, 86, 57. 


The Jews aid, “ Is not this che Carpenter 3 


ſon f Is not his mother called Niary? and his 


— James, and Joſes, and Simon, and 


Judas ? and his ſiſters, are they not all ante 
Whence then. hath this man this . wiſdom, and 


theſe mighty works ? and they were offended. ; in 


him. It is evident from what follows, that be 
did not agree their faith in this, for Jeſus ſaid 
upto, them. A prophet. is not; without honor, 
ſaye in his own country; and in his own. houſe,” 
ver. 58. And he did not many 8 e 
there, Want of pur ee IE 


Fre rom the i; Kaas. it b appear 
that what our preſent Antichriſts advance, are | 
nothing elſe but the antiquated, notions f 
ſeyeral long ſince condemned, hereſies reyiveds; 
which though they may, find encouragement. in 
an anti-ſcriptural. and {elt- exalting generation, 
were ſo far from being _countenanced. hy, the 


primitivę and. Apoſtolic. Churches, that they oz 


ſtand * condemned by them all. 
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. One obſervation more relative o cbe ern er 
f vour dectrines; Matt. Iv. 5, 6, 7. a 
1 the deyil taketh him up into the holy city, and 
=} ſetteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, and 
=} faith unte him tbon he the /ort of God, caſt thy- 
= 1 ſelf dawn; ar i 1 Wien, le Mah ye his" 
angels charge concerning ther; and in their 
hands che mall; beat thee up, leſt at auy time” 
2 thy Set againff a ſtone. Jeſus Thid unto, ; 
him, thou ſhialt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
| This is fuffteient to convinge thoſe who believe 
our Lord's own words, and are in pove with 
truth, chat the denial of his divinity is the ſpirit 
1 of char” great” Antichriſt che devil. Nothing 
1 can be more plain and obvious than ij the devil 
*Þ difputed'his divmity, when he ſays; I thou be” 
1 the' fort F God Equally as clear it is that this 
divine perſon calls hirmſelf the Cord thy God; for 
the devil was tempting Jefus Chriſt, and he 
applies the words to hirnſelf, which i is exactly 
the ſame as if he had ſaid, my > ag 70. tempt mes 
amen : _ 88 


24 a? l 9 373% 


O may urge that of wy Deut vi. ge 
ve halb not tempt che Lord your God? But let 
„ it be obRived;- that Moſts aſſuimes no higher” 

| chtracter than that of a teacher, and is here 
1 | giving che Iruelites that inſtruction which he 
e would-be 5 hah to Fey" in the — 
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AM. From which, and other aſſertions equally 


B TTA UA, 1 


of bet lies n [a 
ſpeak of doing or performing any great work 
or miracle of himſelf. On the contrary, our 


Lord, vithout reſerve, attributes thoſe great 


as of omaipotence to himſelf alone, ſuch as 


I will ſend the Comforter to you; I am che 
fieſt- and the laſt; I and the Father are one; I 


and if the ſon of God, certainly a portion af the 
Deity dwelt in him, ſo that it is with- the: utmoſt 


_ propticty he applies the . Tard thy God” to him - 


ſelf. ere wee Na mw 
„ e prep e 


| A re at ak 
© fiexke-enfiir they reread 6 ble te 


they had been ſatisfied if he had called himſelf 
only the fon of Joſeph and Maty, but it was on 


Account of his declaring his eternal Godhead, 


ſaying he was God, and the ſon of God, which 


ſo difpleaſed them. Nor does he, in any ſenſe 


Whatever, contradict the charge they brought 


_ againfthicy, but endeavoured by the moſt forcible 


argurnents to convince them chat he was ſo, 'for 


Thou art not yet fifty years old, and haſt thow 
ſeen Abraham ? Jeſus faid unto them,  Verily; 
verily, I ſay unto you, before Abraham was, I 


when they. ſaid unto him, John VIii. . 58, | 
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1 poſitive; we draw this concluſion; that he is 
"the great and eternal God. Tou will acknow- 


"edge him to be a' good man, for his life and | 5 


Works prove him to be ſo; but admitting he had 
been a good man only, and not God, is it not 
plain to every one he would have told them fo, 
when they brought it as the greateſt crime againſt 

him that he made himſelf God? Would he not 

have ſaid, Do not miſtake me, I am only a 
man like yourſelves, but God is with me? On 
the contrary, he aſſumes all the titles of Deity, 


and thought it not robbery to be equal with 
the eternal Jehovah. Had he been an impoſter, 


would it not have appeared in his life ? and in - 
ſtead of endeavouring to reform the wicked, 
teaching them to live in love to God, and charity 
to man, reſiſting the devil and all kind of evil, 
would he not have taught them quite the reverſe? 
Again. If the Father (as he ſolemnly affirms). 
| dwelt in his material body, as our ſouls dwell in 
our bodies, where is the impropriety in his 
teaching that truth? It is clear we muſt either 
admit of Jeſus Chriſt being the only God, or 
that there are three diſtin& perſons in the 
Godhead. Jeſus ſays, John xvi. 5, 7, 8, << Bot 8 
now I go my way to him that ſent me; never· 
theleſs IL. tell yon the truth; it is expedient ſor 
you that I go away: ſot if I go not away, the 
Comiorter will not come unto you; but if L de- 


V e part, 
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| part, I will I end him unto. you, 4 whende is 
come, &c. Now if Chriſt. is diſtinct from the 


Father, che Comforter muſt alſo be a diſtinct 
perſon from both, for here are thtee different 
perſons indicated. This you ſay, cannot be: 
therefore it follows, as the Comforter is not a 


diſtinct perſon-fram the Father and the Son, on 


the ſame ground the Son is not a diſtin perſon 
from the Father and the Comforter; the ex- 
preſſion being equally as ſtrong for the per- 
ſonality of the Comforter, as it is for ths ow 


| * of the Son, or * NO: * 


: I am ſenſible that I am 0 to CP OA 
man who paſſeſſes a great ſhare of ingenuity ; for 


when reduced to the neceſſity of evaſion, he has 
recourſe to many ſubterfuges, which are deemed 


fair in polemical controverſy. A common one in 


theſe ſtraits, is that of endeavouring to proye an 
interpolation of thoſe paſſages of Scripture that 
overturn his ſyſtem. If this fails, he has recourſe 
to figure, ſaying, that when Chriſt ſpeaks of himſelf . 


as Lord and God, of being one with the Father, 


of proceeding ſorth and coming from the Father, 
of coming down from Heaven, &. he means 
hisdoctrine, and not himſelf. What proof have you 
for ſuch aſſertion? I know of none. It is true Chriſt 


ſays, .< of myſelf Lean do nothing, but my Father, 


who is in me, he doeth the works.” Obſerve, 
de ſays, my Father who is in me, and not who - 
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is with me, as you wiſh it to be underſtood; 


This he faid with a view to lead them from 
the viſible material body, which would be put off, 
tro the Father, who was then inviſible within 


him; and it is the ſame as if we ſay, our bodies 


of themſelves can do nothing, but our fouls, 
which are within us, they do the works, or ”_ 


| e to on rde to ee them. 


— 


8 mal a rake t notice of feverat ancient n 
of the Creed, which are collected out tan = 


records of the primitive Churches, — 


di who follows St. John, is the firſt bho 
calls it the unalterable canon or rule of faith, in 


which he ſays, every knee ſhall bow, of things 


in heaven and things in the earth, and things 


under the earth, to Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and 


God, and Saviour and king, and your $1 
n n him.” Tren. . 20 11 CARL 


ws. by OE, 14 r F 


We 1 * 3 akin of BY Wa amongſt 


N hw is Ignatius, the diſciple of St. John, and 
ſucceſſor to St. Peter in the ſee of Antioch, who 


ſays, Chriſt is God clothed in fleſh, eternal, 
inviſible; yet for our ſakes made viſible, and fubje&t 


to ſufferings, God and man, the incoporeal in a 


body, the immortal in a mortal body, our God 
e n now * is in an e : In 


WA 
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3 was n by St. John, Who Had it 
from the Lord himſelf. Clemens Romanus, 
whom St. Paul mentions, ſays, — We ought 
to think of Jeſus Chriſt as God.” Speaking on 


Gen. xxxii. 19, he ſays, God refuſed'to'tell his 
name, for he reſerved his new name for a new 


and infant people; and the Lord God was then 


nameleſs, not having yet been made a man. O 


the great God, O the perfect Child, the Son in 
the Father, and the Father in the Son, the Son 
and Father both one, who isalike the mighty Child, 
the God of peace.” Paſtor Hermas ſays, © the 


name of the Son of God is great and immenſe, and 


the whore: world is ſupported by him. Now has 


appeared to men, this Word who alone is both 


God and Man.“ Polycarp, an immediate diſeiple 


of the Apoſtles, and by them made Biſhop of 
Smyrna, Juſtin; Athenagoras, and all the Fa- 
thers to the end of the ſecond century, vary not 


in this important truth; and as we enter the 


third, we find the moſt learned and pious Origen 
ſpeaking thus: The Wordm, the immortal God, con- 


_ deſcended to man; he became fleſh, ſpeaking in a 


body.” Cent. Celſum, I. 4.—Hippolytas fiy:, 


Jeſus Chriſt coming into the world was both 
God and man; his manhood, he ſays, is eaſily 


eomprehended from the ſeveral imbecilities 
which characterized the ſufferings that afflicted 
him, and his Godhead may be eaſily diſcerned 


from the adoration of an gels, the numerous 
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he imparted to his diſciples,” 
tom. v. p. 457. Dionyſius ſays, It is neceſ- 


_ univerſe.” 


; Wein of Knowledge, 


* 


20 kxkxTTERS TO DR. PRIESTLY. 


miracles he performed, and che powers which 
Biblaſt. H.R. 


ſary that the divine Word ſhould be one with the 
God of the univerſe; and that the Holy - Ghoſt 


ſhould adhere and reſide in God; it is likewiſe 


neceſſary that the Holy Trinity ſhould converge 
into unity; and as it were draw to a point or 
ſummit, , which is the Almighty God of the 
Athan. Synod. Ric. p..421, Thus we 
ſee the Fathers of the third century were uniforna 


in the belief and promulgation of this grand 


eſſential. At the Nicene Council, darkneſs and 
error made their gloomy entrance into the 


Church, by the diviſion of the Divine Eſſence, 


and the worſhip of a plurality of Gods. Then 


the dark and long night of the Church com- 


menced: the inundation of wealth and worldly 
ſpirit, by Conſtantine, extinguiſhed the little re- 


maining light. It is in / vain to lock for truth 


vhere you cannot find goodneſs. At this period 
of the Church, we are offended by haughty. and 


imperious Prelates, of bitter tempers and ambi- 


tious- views, who began to lord it over God's 


heritage. Charity was neglected and diſeſteemed; 


and what they called Faith, a contention for mere 


opinions was the only thing regarded.“ Hence 


it is clear, t thas, Jeſus Chriſt was acknowledged as 
3 ſenfible writer PEN the agnature of Cleriexs, in the | 


* 


tian world in darkneſs, ignorance, bi 


r Wa” + 


God, and had divine adoration paid him by all 
the Chriſtian Churches till. the beginning of the- 
fourth century. When pride, ambition, infidelity, 
the loves of ſelfand the world, with all their attend= . 


ant evils, crept into the Church, nearly expunged 
this ſacred truth, andenveloped the who 


ry, and 
ſuperſtitian, Then it was, that man began to 
depart from the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, and 
rejecting the confeſſion and humility of the 
once-deſpiſed Nazarene (ſo - prevalent - now) 
thought itan impeachment of their deep intellect, 


= Og him e to chemſelves. 


| "Lori it not be faid, we Her the holy cha · 
racter of the Deity, by approaching him in chat 
form which he has condeſcended to maniſeſt 


_ himſelf in; for as proof, that ſuch manifeſtation 


has taken place, ſuffer me to point out the fol- 
lowing paſſages; Paul ſays “ Great is the 
myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſt in the fleſh.” 
Let me appeal to reaſon, if Chriſt is no more 


what myſtery is there in him, more than in any 


of the prophets ? When Jefus had healed the man 
poſſeſſed, he faid, Return to thine own houſe, 


and ſhow how great things God hath done 
unto thee ; and he went his way and publiſhed . 


throughout the whole city, how great things Je- 


& Chriſ- 


ſus had * unto him.“ Luke vil. 39. Here 
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is a plain and unequivocal aſſertion, that Jeſus 
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Chriſt is God. For it is clear, the man under- 
ſtood Jeſus to be God, or he would not have acted 
contrary to his command. : 


John — Rev. v. 1 becauſe no man 
© was found worthy to open and to read the book, 


© neither to look thereon ; one of the Elders. 
cc ſaid, weep not, behold the Lion of the tribe 


te of Judah, the root af David, hath prevailed ; 
et and I beheld, and lo! in the midſt of the 
ce throne, and of the four beaſts, and in the midſt 
ce of the Elders, ſtood a Lamb, as it had been 
© ſlain, having ſeven horns and ſeven eyes, 
<& which are the ſeven ſpirits of God,” We 
are here told, that no man was found worthy, 
and in the ſame breath, that the Lion of the 


Tribe of Judah, the Root of David (by whom 


you muſt allow, is meant no other than Jeſus 
Chriſt) hath prevailed. After which he is wor- 
ſhipped by the whole Heirarchy of Heaven. Rev. 


v. 12, © Saying, with a loud voice, worthy is the 


« Lamb that was ſlain, to receive Power, and 
« Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, and 
« Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing.“ Now if you 
believe the authority of John, you cannot avoid 


acknowledging, that of a truth Jeſus Chriſt is 


worſhipped in Heaven. Andagain, Heb. 1. 6, 


« Let all the Angels of God worſhip him.“ 
Acts ii. 25, Peter ſolemnly declares, that 
David Mm of this lame Chriſt—* I beheld the 


n 


Lord 
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1588 ra before me, for he is at my right hand 
that I ſhould not be ſhaken,” And Matt. xv. 
25, Then came ſhe and worſhippedhim ſaying, 
Lord help me.” And laſtly, as a more confirm- 
ing proof,” that the worſhip of Jeſus Chriſt is not 
idolatrous worſhip (as you have the confidence to 
call it) we find, that the whole company of the 
diſciples worſhipped him. Luke xxiv. 50, “ And 


© he led them out as far as to Bethany; and he lift 


ce up his hands and bleſſed them. And it came 
ce to paſs, while he bleſſed them, he was parted 
ce from them, and carried up into Heaven. And 
* they worſhipped ven and returned to Jeruſa- 
cc Jem, with great joy.“ And Matt. xxviii. 17, 
«© Then the eleven diſciples went away into Ga- 


« Hlee, into a mountain where Jeſus had ap- 


re pointed them. And when they ſaw him, they 
e worſhipped him ; but ſome doubted.” It is 
Plain, that the Apoſtles worſhipped him as God, 
and that this worſhip was not a mere civility, or ho- 
mage, or an acknowledgment of their being in- 


ferior to him, paying him reſpe& on account ot 
his wiſdom, and the miracles he had done; he- 


cauſe ſome of them doubted. Doubted what? 
of his being the ſame Jeſus Chriſt? No: ſome 


doubted of his being the only God, as they 


were conſcious, that none but he had a right to 
that divine worſhip which they were performing. 
Some did not doubt, and he (with the compaſ- 
fion ws a _ Father encouraging his: children) 
#7 + 
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in the next verſe ſays, © All power is given to me 


had any ow but om him; ee that 


8 Tradition, that Jefus ' Chriſt was worſhipped on 


god being but the Eternal Jehovah, would 


5 And now glorify thou me, with the glory 


ſure open to conviction, it being a poſitive aſſer- 


15 world and all things in it, and that this Word was 
in che b 
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in Heaven and in Earth,” By which he taught, 
that if all power was in his hand, no other being 


e 


s 


Therefore, as we are certain . all con-. 


Earth, and is alſo worſnipped in Heaven, it 
would be the greateſt blaſphemy in us, were 
we to acquieſce in your requeſt, p. 31, and addreſs 
him as a mere man; being ſenſible, that no 


receive the , and adoration of angels 
Ic cannot ele 3 my e that 
any man, pretending to be in the ſtnalleſt degree 
rational, ſhould fuffer himſelf to be ſo blinded by 
prejudice, as not to admit of the literal ſenſe, 
when he can make nothing elſe of it. John xvii. 


< which I had with thee before the world was.” 
This is ſufficient for thoſe, who are in any mea» 


tion, that He (Jeſus) was with the Father before 
the creation of the world; which muſt be the caſe; 
for John tells us, that He (Jeſus) created the 


inni g wih the Deity. Juba i. 1, In 
. . «c the : 
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ee e tis Word; and the Word was. 
A God, und God was the ord; (6. 14) and 
the Word was adde Befh; and dwelt atneng us 
| e cog world. and the world was 


made by him and the world Nhe buen not, 
* (uiii. 42) 1 proceeded forth; and eame from 


e my Father.” Nor dots he ax al hefitare'ts 


fay who he is ; viii: 58, © Jeſus ſaid; verily; verily, 
Fay tifiro you; before Abratidniowas, 1 AM.” 
On hearing Which, the Jews were {6 Tenſible that” 


| he” ade Gimfalf God, that- they took up ſtohes 


chert and fo paſſed by.” Jeſus ſpeaking of Jolin 


- 


5 r fie, * os 10 P13 36 


8 
2 


to ſonic him, but * he weht theough the midſt o 


de Bape fays, Mart. xi. 9, „ he i more thu 
ea prophets” and u. 1 1 % verily I faf unto you; 


hbng chem that are born of women, there 


* fnth bot fiken 4 {ater than John the Baptit® 
Aid John peking ef Jeſus; Hi. 113 1 indeed 
4 bapttte yen with water unte | repetitance, but 


Ide e eoimeth "after ine is mightier than I, 


Wiſe oe I am bot worthy to bear, he Niall 
„bäptize pu with the" Holy Ghoſt and with 


* fire,” Flere John who is declared by Jeſus 
do be the greateſt Prophet, yea more than a Pro- 


Phet, could only baprize with” water ) but Jefus, 


WS kr alete tothe mightier ha he, and calls 


With 1rd; (b. 3). would bapt e 
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„ Vihatereripgenvity, may; he made uſe of o 
Griſt che abpye,: ſo ag to make them agree with 


vor dectrine, ill prove meffectyal, there not 


being an ther ſenſe; or meaning whatever on 
the face. of the letter : for Jeſus and John ſpeak 
25 plain as. it is. poſſible W to be con- 
veysd in language. ab 10 wan A vin 


2 y Hint zue e r 7 ci 9d g, yet 


Vou ele is only, one 


| * intelligent mind, in whom {© we; live 


and move, and havę dur being} ** whom, the 
Heaven: of: Heavens Canngt contzin,, and who 
fills the. univerſe! with his preſence ; that no- o 
but this Eternal Spirit, who, is the imr 
Jehovah, hath power to breathe the. breach, 
life, and quicken, whom be will. In this opinion 
we both perfectly agree; but it happens again, 


vuaſortugately for hour ſyſtem that Jeſus Chriſt 


tagainſl hom you ſeem, to have an implacable 
diſguſt) hath-all, cheſe properties and powers in 
mae John, v. Als, Fo eg likewiſe 5 as, che 
70 Father raiſeth the dead and guighenerh them, 
4 forhe;Sop quickeneth,vhom. he wi... 
mn mom rr ae Hun 20 of 
Pal, Heatsg of, Jelue Chrift,, Heb. vi, 3 
ſays, without Father, without dae 
us e e e beginning, oh t 
nor end of life.” t being. admitted. that, Jy 
Chriſt, or the Son of God (as the latter part of 


chegyerlp; cxprefics it} is the perſon here _— 


0172181 e927 * 
of, it Ml be plain to every one, I chat his MAH I 


duſtnt from David is not to be underſtond. 


hep he doud not he: ſaid to bg 157 bu, deferiee. 
Ahe is ſpaten if as any way inferigrate 
ir could not th projfjtiety he ſaidike s guithaut 
. underſtandgi the generatidn 


of Crit the hn Cod, to be external} being the 


enteriat er manifeſtation af the deep abyſd uf 
nvighle-Dgity.} Therefore, as the Sonne Gau, 
heſisu alte etürnal: Oye, or that ſubſtance of xthe 
Deity eee 
eie it bee M e ach 
zi Aich lis b od, oil uch bas dat an 

„ i as 
equated worthy of more glory than Moſes, ig ps 
auch. as he. who, hachs wilded the, houſe, hath 


More hongur. Wap the. houſe,.. far every houſe 


i ee mas bus he per bull 
_ jihivgs ig Hd. cee by the. firpjle of bayld- 


e Payl, gofgrms u, chap Ce 


honour ih ern ar, pe, i 
„ Jo John days) i, ard, (or e. 
.Chri/t ) vas in . e and the 
Word, r Jes Ghrip, mes God., V. 3. 15, All 
m ent ee in him, (i. e. Joes Cbriſt) 
and, without, him was not any thing. made 
that was, made.” And. David, Eſalaxxxiiig 6, 


ne ber lin Cie were thy hoavens 
made, and all the hoſt of them, by the hreath of 


che mouth. Paul, AR. i, 16, © by him (Jeſus 
* Man is not in the original, | 
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quentiy eye 
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AY ben 6 __ is rtr, 
eee eee een 


aud chat dre in Earth, vinbür ande wins 


hecher\"ghey-" be "thrones n Fominmhaor 
r powers, 25 Ml 15 : wee 


 - reared oy kim (Nu Chen Ying} of ina? 


And jn Reviige res; 11,4 The four ind pureviy 
* elders! fall den before him that ſat wid the | 
e chrone, and worſhip" him chap lverh ſiv ever, 
<.ſayingy* thod art worthy; O Lard(roigebeive 
1 gluryn and banour, and ꝓ pe o wou: iht 
* created all things.”—[vis plain ſrom the above, 
that Feſus Chriſt created all things in Heawgy'gnd 
in Earth, and that he who 41. 7 all fo 


as Lord God Almighty i On er 
Throne and is wor ed: therefore 
that the Lord 7e t eee s all ing 
3s dhe Tame Divine Perth oken of Rey i 
The Lord Gdd Aﬀthighty 7 ereated 
< things. *'Fence; aft Pil, * | 
'&:Chrift; "who LUKE (or e OM $i 
— Clift; who tHeated as 
the Li God hip bly, Pho itieth bn W 7 Fi | 
And is Worſtitpped- LP HE 8. the Imagt 
f rhe Jill Gd Eg i, pf. Conſe. 
fs Chriſt is all anche Deny hich can 
of t | n 5 
ed; the manifeſtation ien Pather, 
and the nage 2 rw of te indhivit,” ile 


Al 


debupuß. de monk ie Nog 017 iis P Sha 
IK N 1 4; * 2 DI qe 1 tos: 1 e 


Ein nen . ; 
8 ö re 
Aw) ' 14 ad 


| e N 1 
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wenig, Rete h 13+ According to the cam. 
nee e God dvr Seviaur.” V. 4. 5 the, Tan 


n br if o Sevinur. If wp are to believe you, 
abu: J Chriſt is a. git 
\Facher,arg-mupſt.he two. Gods and two Savjours 
ind „in che former part of wis ve 
nee mere, and truth ly Nest Cinit, 5 
Lt ane from G 


«* unto my Lors; this ny many 1 years 
beforg Jeſus: brit mage his firſt adyeny, in the 


Son be ſeöch, thy, Throne, Q God, is for ever 


& and.ever,”., Theſe and many rhers, that have.a 


iyprlolg appearance, will eafuy be underſtooct hy 


19, % No.man hach ſeen Gad as any time the 
begatren Son, which, is in the. | 


lde Bacher, he hach, manifelted Rim,“ The 


5 meaning af which i is, no one, even Angels, can 
ee the Dey in his firſt principle, which jg dhe 


fe, on interior of Jehovah, but is, nom ananj- - 


lied in Je ſus Chriſt in i vine bumau forms hich 


ae boſom. of che Father, betarg the Inge- 
Nation, ang then there; was no diviſion of the 


divipg effence-or. being into nud perſuns, for, the 


Svine, mind is e where pręſent. But you 


Nen 4 ſeem 


a 
ſtiaQ. perſan, From the 
he e Father. The 


Wc ver Bav! Fils tharthis Lord, whom. David 
called, his Landy; was 90 other than Jgſus Chris, 
Whom he, calls Gu, _ Heb... i, 8, *, But ung the | 


Scriptures, ſuch as, John i. 


ink banan, form: dwelt eternally in per in 
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3 kETERS TO DR. ASI r. 
lutz to ab tm e Lorch Ady phes Rege 
Put what is in common with yburſelff nee y¹ 
whole of the ſpifitual fobRingke 
od wis iifelopeVin'a Huff bea, Tür 
-effions in the tbove Beripkure, ich 
1 ers ores 
2 againſt it; for chat Whick'is — 
zor mind of an one,” mu t obe Fin üer perlen 
'or mind. ne batt d um at 
rue botbatd 41m age , "Lo αννẽνj,j,z 


Wy thef- 
prepurt the 


before 
e me; Liv. g, Boa T Win nd you EMfah 
<& heProphet, before the contiffy of theSreatand 
"«grexdfil: day of the Lord“ Now Tompare 
this with our Lord's own words) when tpedting 
of John the Baptiſt, in Matt. 1 1 Wa Fer 
al the Prophets and tie LA 
Lunte John, and, il you wil reterve It, this ds 
' « Elias Which was to "cothe MR 12913, 


et But I ſay unto you, that Flad 19 an}, 


«and they knew him not; 'but hve dume ünto 


e rim whatſoever they liſted; Ike Wie Malt a 


-« the Son of Man ſuffer front tibi. Then de 
e dſciples underſtocd Wat He pate to ther If 
John the Baptiſt.” And Matthew: peeing bf 
"John the Bipriſt, wHo' Lame p cfllrig an "the 


Wilderness of Judea; in. J „ This 8 BH 
e wah ſpokken of by Talat tHe Prophet — 


ve the voice of him-tharcrieth in the WII 


A 2 N hs ; 6c pare 


= 
af 


«pipe ge WN rib 1 kr * $f ight 
15 the Desert a highway for our God.“ And - 


we ne hari teftumony of John, Luke, Manhew, 
Mark, 158 the } Baptiſt preached Jeſus Chriſt, 
Malachi ſays, that this 1 is the 


1959 9 8 
ſrael, and the Lord f H, 
1 Fil fend bis meſſenger before . 


ang} ni. 9 110 4. will Tr | ſaith the Lords of Hel. f 


Nothing, the erefore, © an be more eyident 
that — —— Ei, which the Lord God of 


„. 


Ze melt whom the Lord 1 of Trae! ka 
he would fe OY to prepare the way for his coming ; 

k is yndeniable evidence that Jeſus Chrih,.. in his 

] | . is che Lord of. 83 the 


(ILFLE Bit?) W 
rags LE to E PET is 


Wo of Sts Pug io 


; ls Gl A: piſtle,) v. 20, Jefus C Wilk s the * 
be = Exernal "Life,”” "The reaſo; Sg 


his being ſo Plain o on. this m m. iter, is gbvious;, 
imme, when h bove eighty, year 
me. when he wrote this 5 above eigb ry, years 
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rt comin of bor Lol rd, during which 
time (as was ob! erved) many 0,5 relies fad: Arik 
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35 urn to bl. Fulrrbr. 
der 3790 he Gvinty or 'Chrilt "id ITY} 


| : Fine 15 Sk. Peters 1 in his {cond Epiftte, il 


St. Peter and St/ John, muſt be one and the 


as on! 3 mere man. St. Jude Frore his Epil 


i God, our Saviour; Be Gt) and! 1 
& Pon en #nd Powers 'both t 1%, and fot ever, 2 


and grow. in Grace, and in the End, ledge of 


" aur Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt to my 
be Glory boch p * 15 ae Abe 


= Here, the of ; 


4 ** ed . 


"Ki bee ph delle or Se 
Lord and So Jeſds chin of 


Jude, and che 


wine perſong unleſs we. A mit of 4 pluralſty of 
Jods; for that this aferipr 0 "of St. Peter and 


St. John to Jeſus Chriſt, s eupreſſve of the 
| fool, ſincere adoration, my one will devy ; and 


t Peter and John, who were with Chrilf fo 
Yong, ſhould be deceived i in this impottant Point, 
and aſcr ibe © ' Glory, and Dominion, both now 40 


| « for ever,” 'to # mere man, none but the unde. 


heving Socinian and confirmed Dei will venture 
» afin. He, then, to hom is given * Glory 
both now and for ever, dan be no other * 


"Gods therefore, &« Glory both now ard for ever” 
being given to Jeſus Chriſt, theſe Serippires 


myſt be, underſtood ths : To the only wike C 7 


| "our Lord and Saviqu r Jefus Chriſt, 5 be Glar ory 


4 153 * 
* both how ad reve, Amen,” er 
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Lou lay great ſtreſs on John xvii. 3, © and 
te this is eternal life, that they might know thee, 


te the only true God, ee Chriſt, whom - 


hes ohm: mnt ER 

Theſe two titles of. God ad Chrip 45 not 
fignify two perſons, any more than that ſaying 
of St. Paul, Phil. iv: 20, Now unto God and 
ct gur Father be Glory; and Ephef. iii. 25 
« Giving thanks always to God and our Father,” 


but are fo expreſſed, becauſe referring to the 


two-fold appearance of God. The titles of the 
King, as King of Great-Britamn, and King of 


Ireland, do not ſignify two perſons, but one 


only, exerciſing the regal power in a two-fold 
eharacter. In the fame manner, God andChrifhave 


4 two-fold appearance ; but appearances ſeem 


_ realities till inveſtigated and underſtood; thus it 
appears to us that the Earth ſtands ſtill, and the 
Sun riſes in the eaſt and ſets in the weſt, but it is 


2 known truth that the Sun ſtands Kill, and the 
| Earth moves in its orbit, and turning round on 
its axis before the Sun in the ſpace of twenty- 


four hours, eauſes the Sun to appear to us firſt. 
in the eaſt and then in the weſt. We find the 
Scriptures abound with apparent truths; Joſhua 
faid, „Sun ſtand ſtill on Gibeon.“ Had he 
faid, Earth ſtand ſtill on Gibeon, the * 
wouls have gs him mad. BW 
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Hence, the true meaning of. theſe words is 
this': It is eternal life to know that Jeſus Chriſt 
is the true God. In divine mercy he accommo- 
dated himſelf to the ſtate of his hearers, for he 
fays, John xvi. 12, © I have many things to ſay 
t unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 
You aſk, Can the perſon ſending, be the ſame 
e as the perſon ſent?” I anſwer, yes, with re- 
ſpect to God. You may as well aſk, © Can the 
& water, running from the ocean, be the ſame as 
ee the water in the ocean?” Your enquiry is (if 
this be ſo) Was Heaven without God, and the 
whole Deity. enveloped in a human body, when 
Jeſus. Chriſt was upon Earth ? No. You may, 
with equal propriety, enquire, if Heaven was 
without God when he appeared to Moſes in the 
farm of a man, Moſes ſtanding in the cleft of a 
rock, while God covered him with his hand till 
he paſſed by? 5 


If you had any idea of the Deity being felf- 
exiſtent, ſole- exiſtent, omniſcient, omnipreſent, 
as he really is, and who created all things, and 
ſent them out of himſelf, the primary ſubſtance, 
and is the life of all things, and would allow this 
idea to take place in your underſtanding ſo as ts 
become an article of your belief; you would not 
| aſk, whether that Being, poſſeſſing theſe attri- 
butes of Omnipotence, Omni i/cience, and Omni- 
| Preſence could go forth from his divine mind or 


* 


5 eg Centre, 


Y - 


r TA rr 35 
centre, and yet be the ſame as the centre of his 
divine mind; for as Omnipotence is AlmightyPower, 
infinite Power, ſo Omniſcience is the knowledge 
of all things, finite Knowledge ; and Onmipre- 
Jence, a preſence every where, unbounded Pre- 
fence. Therefore, where there is infinite Know- 
ledge, there is the receptive form, or divine L 
denſtanding of the Lord, whieh comprehends, 
ſees, and knows all ſpace, places, and things ; 
and where there is unbounded Preſence, there is 
alſo the receptive form of the divine Will; and 
where there is Almighty Power to bring infinite 
Knowledge and unbounded Preſence into act, the 
ultimate will be the human form; for as the will 
and the underſtanding in man, in their end, pro- 
duce the human form, which is finite; ſo the 
ultimate of. the divine Will and the divine Un- 
derſtanding in the Lord, is the human form, 
which is infinite. This then underſtood, it will 
be plain, that the onnipotent, omniſcient, and 
omnipreſent Being, ſending, in this view, is the 
ſame as ſending himſelf, or, agrecable to your | 
own words, * the perſon ſending is the ſame ax | 
the perſon ſent,” the giver the ſame as the 
receiver, and Jeſus, who aſcended, was Eſſence 
uniting with Eſſence, God aſcending 1 into Deity, 
or, in anſwer to your objection, P. 225 himſelf af- 
_ eending to himſelf, But, if we attempt to form. . 
ideas of God in Chriſt,” diſtin& from his infinite 
i a we have no conception of him but as 
2 3 a finite 
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2 finite being, and then of à truth, the perſon 
: n could not * * ay as oh ROS ts 


1 — * 
— — 
=P — 22 


„ 


You wil not kefirate for a moment to 1 
that, that DIVINE BEING, who poſſeſſes the 
attributes Omnipotence, Omniſcience, and Omni 
pręſence, is the great Jehovah : and that all theſe 
attributes, or infinite perfections, centre in Jeſus 
Chrif, is obvious, and the plain ſenſe of Scrip- 
ture. This Omnipetence diſcovers itſelf in the 
manifeſtation of Almighty power; railing che 
dead, reſtoring the blind, healing every ſickneſs 
and every diſeaſe among the people, Matt. x, 355 
2 ct and forgiving the fins. of all that believed on 
| & him,” (Matt. ix, 6) «© But. that you may 
te know that the ſon of man hath power on earth 
« to forgive fins,” (Mark ii, 5) Son thy. fins 
« be forgiven thee,” (Matt, 15, 22 0 
5 Lord, thou ſon of David, have mercy on me, 
= Jeſus anſwered. and ſaid, (v. d 28) „ Wr 
__ RR man, great is thy faith; be it unto thee even as 
WH _ © thou wilt,” and ber daughter was made whole 
=. by the power of his word, though at a great 
it 
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l 16 adiſtance. Hell was ſubject to him, for when the 
_ | devils ſaw him afar. off; they ran and wor- 


ſhipped bim, (Mack v. 6). % And cried-with a 
loud voice and ſaid, what have we to de with thee; 
Jeſus thou ſon of the moſt high God 7 and 
| wuhen che devils beſgoght him that he would 
wh | not lend. them. out; of the country, it is ſaid, 
Fl : 5 VVV 
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(v. Ai.) and forthwich Jeſus gave them 
ec leave.” Mark iv. 41, 59, And he aroſe 
« and rebuked the winds; and faid unto the 
c ſea, peace, be ſtill, and they er exceedingly, 
| « and ſaid one to another, what manner of man 
ce js. this, that even the wind —_ aa W | 

* him?” 95 00 n obs 


"= 


es it may not * 3 to i ER 
when the Prophets or Apoſtles propheſied or 
did any miracle, they ſaid, thus faith the Lord, 
the; Lord of hoſts, the God of Iſrael; or (Acts 
ni. 6) * ä In the name of Jeſus Chriſt, viſe up 
F and Walk; and never ſpeak of doing any 
miracle, or delivering any propheſy, as Of chemi- 
ſelves or in their own name. But Jeſus Chriſt 
fays, Matt. viii. 3 I will, be thou clean; 
John v. 8, ( Riſe, take up thy bed and walk; 
rec xi. 43, © Lazarus, come forth.“ Mark vil. 
34, Be opa; -V. 41, Damſel, T fay 
— thee; ariſe. Thus he ſpeaks, in all the 
miracles he did, as doing them of himſelf. For 
this reaſon, a late writer among the Jews ſays; 
they do not conſider him as a Prophet, he doing 
what he did of himſelf as God; as was ſaid; John 
v. 16, © Therefore the Jews ſought the more td 
Kill him, becauſe he ſaid that God was his 
< Father, making hi mſelf equal with God. But 
agreeably to his own words it is cafily underſtood, 
A v. 19, © Fo 1 things the Father 
doeth, 
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« doeth, theſe alſo doeth the Son likewiſe,” the 
Father being in the Son as the Soul is in the 
body ; for whatever the body doeth, that doeth 
the ſoul firſt. Again, Matt, xxviii. 18, All power 
te ĩs given to me in Heaven and in Earth.“ He 
then that could exerciſe omnipotent power on 
Earth, and who has power in Heaven and'in 
Earth, muſt be omnipotent, poſſeſſing infinite 
power, Jeſus Gin” is e n. then is 
—_—_— 3 


That Jeſus Chriſt is omniſcient, len 
dare to deny but thoſe who reject the ſacred 
| Seriptures; for it is ſaid, Matt. xii. 25, © And 
« Jeſus knew their thoughts.” John vi. 645 
« For Jeſus knew from the beginning who they 
were that believed not, and who ſhould betray 
ce him. —xvi. 19, © Now Jeſus knew that they 
< yere deſitous to aſk him. —xxi. 17, Lord 
thou knoweſt all things.” Matt. ix. 3, 4, 
& And behold certain of the Scribes ſaid within 


- , © themſelves, and Jeſus knowing their thoughts.“ 
= | Luke ii. 39, The Phariſee ſpake within hin- 
wy | « ſelf (ſilentiy) but Jeſus anſwered him.”---He 
ih: then; who knows the thoughts, who knows the 
. ſreret cogitations of the heart; who can hear 

=. the thought and act thinking; muſt be that 
3" i omniſcient Being who knows all things. All this 
=. injinite knowledge centres in Jeſus Chriſt : 
= 18 IE n Chriſt is nn e r e 
= > OY That 


5 1 ET TEA „ a 
That Jeſus Chriſt is omnipreſent, is alſo the 


plain and unequivocal ſenſe of Scripture. John 
i. 48, © Nathaniel ſaid unto him, whence 
« knoweſt thou me? Jeſus anſwered and ſaid un- 
cc to him, before that Philip called thee, when 


et thou waſt under the fig · tree, I ſaw thee,” Na- 


thaniel being ſenſible no one ſaw him under the 


fig-tree but God, ſaid, © Rabbi, thou art the 


Son of God, thou art the King of Iſrael,” It 
muſt be obvious to every impartial mind, that 


whatever Nathaniel was doing under the fig-tree, 


Jeſus muſt have been preſent with him. or he 
could not have ſeen him. John iii. 13, And no 
<«. man hath aſcended up to Heaven, but he that 
« came down from Heaven, even the Son 
« of Man which is in Heaven.” Theſe are the 
words of Our Lord to Nicodemus, who informs 


him, that the Son of Man, or Jeſus Chriſt, was 


then in Heaven, while he was talking on Earth; 
and Matt. xVlii. 20, © For where two or three 
< are. gathered nber! in my name, there am I 
: ec "006 aß of them.“ 


1 That Tefus was prefent-when Thomas * he. 
would not believe, John xx. 24, 28, * Unleſs he 


e put his fingers into the print of the nails, and 


* thruſt his hand into his fide,” cannot be 
doubted, for when he appeared to them again, 
1 addreſſed himſelf to Thomas, and granted 


his deſire, ſaying, „Reach hither thy hand, 
e and thruſt it into wy fide,” ſpeaking to him i in 
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his own-words, ſo that if the Scripture is believed, 
Jeſus muſt be preſent when Thomas was told by 
the diſciples, they had ſeen the Lord. Again, 

Matt, xxviii. 20, * And o! I am with you to 
« the end of the world.” That Divine Being 
then, who can fee in fecret, or under the cover 
of the fig · tree, who can hear us though we ſee 
him not, 'as Thomas was heard, and 1s preſent 
with all that love him, tothe end of the world, muſt 
of neceſſity be omnzpreſent. That Divine Being | 
is Jeſus Chriſt, therefore ] eſus Chriſt is omni- 
PN." 


Moni ſay, p. 19, it is no uncommon thing, 
for the ſame thing or the ſame perſon, to be 
ſignified by two different names; for example, 
Jeſus and Chriſt, Simon and Peter; but then 
we always find the ſame eharacter and deſcription 
will apply to both, nor will any ſpeaker or wri- 
ter, knowing the uſe of language, ever connect 
two names, which denote only the ſame perſon 
by the conjunctive particle and. In anſwer to 
this, I refer you to Rev. xxi. 22, * and I ſaw no 
i temple therein, for the Lord God Almighty, 
© and the Lamb, are the temple of it:“ The 
temple is a figure of God Almighty; and hence 
two names are connected, which denote the 
ſame perſon ; the ſame character or deſcription” 
is alſo applicable to both; thus, God Almighty 
is the temple, or the Lamb is the temple ; or 


5 AMvX=- 


W 


üer ONS: i 


n but if we are to underſtand 
by the particle and, the Lamb a diftin& perſon 
_ from God Almighty, then God and Lamb are 
two temples, or two Gods. There is alſo a ma- 
niſeſt impropriety in conſidering two things, 
or two perſons, being only one; therefore God 
and Lamb, though connected by the conjunctive 
particle and, denote only the fame perſon.— 
Again, v. 23, © the glory of God did lighten it, 
and the Lamb is the light thereof. The light of 
the heavenly city here ſpoken of, is the glory of 


God; but two names again denote one thing, or 


perſon, though connected by tlie particle and. 


The ſame deſcription is alſo applicable to both'; 


thus Goc is the light, or the Lamb is the light: 
ſo that if God, or the glory of God, lightens it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof, the T amb muſt be 
the glory of God, the proximate proceeding, or the 
viſible body from the inviſible ſoul of Jehovah; 
therefore the Lamb and God are not two diſtinct 
perſons, as is, ſeemingly indicated by the con- 
Junctive particle and, yet two names are con- 


n by 1 * —_— r ns ſame perſon. 


e Phil: iv. a0, Now unto God a our 
= Father be glory.“ Eph. iii. 30, © Giving 
*ithatiks-always40'God and our Father.“ Hence 


two names, God and Father, are again con- 


N * denote the mY perſon, by the 


* . 
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| A and. If Paul is right, and does not meam 


two perſons, when he ſays, God and Father, 
God and our Father, there is no impropriety in 


faying God and Chriſt are one perſon; God and 
his Chriſt ſhall reign; for ever, in one perſon. 
No St. Paul was a learned man, and as a writer 


and ſpeaker, knew the uſe. of language; and he 
makes uſe of two names, which denote the ſame 


: perſon; therefore we ſay God and Father, God 
and Lamb, or God and Chriſt, is one _ 
one 7. empie, one Wea one God. 


* — 


vou at 20, e I may a ſs go fon 


one place to another, but it is manifeſtly impro- 


per to ſay, that I ſend myſelf from one place to 
another.“ There is a ſeeming impropriety in the 
expreſſion, but not in the act; if you wiſh to go 
to any place, you muſt either ſend your body, by 
an act of your mind, or you may continue to 
wiſh and never arrive at the place Sen e there - 


fore there is no © manifeſt impropriety, in ſaying, 
I fend myſelf; but if you mean to remain in one 


place, and ſend yourſelf to another, it certainly 


is improper, and not poſſible for man; preſence 


every where being only in the province of God. 


This divine attribute of omnipreſence, was in 
Chhriſt, and as no created being can poſſeſs the 


perfections of God, but God alone; when Chriſt 


addreſſed himſelf to the Father, it was God 


ſpeaking to . 4 not à different perſon 
| Ee, from 
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from hirn with whom he ſeemingly converſed (as 


will be clearly ſhown, when T come to ſpeak of 
the Lord's two ſtates, in the union of the divinity 
with the humanity) ſo that it was with the utmoſt 
propriety he ſaid in John'xvii. 18, © As thou haſt 
«ſent me into the world, even ſo have I alſo ſent' 
them into the world ;” for, as the Son of God, he 


was one with the eſſence of Deity ; conſequently, 
infinite and one with the Father; therefore the 
Father, by his Omnipotence, Omniſcience, and 


Omnipreſence, ſent himſelf in the divine per- 


fon of the Lord Feſus Chriſt; and it being already 
proved, that thoſe-attributes centred 1 in him, you 


eannot, with the leaſt propriety, or force of ar- 
gument, ſay, p. 205-5: Chriſt was a perſon” as 
different from him whom he addreſſed as F ather, 
as "ow en 8 er from himſelf.” Wo ont 


ape to this view EO the lten, «the 
whole train of your objections fall to the ground 
God and Chriſt are che ſame perſon. The per- 


fon ſending is the ſame as the perſon ſent; and yet 


John the Baptiſt, though he was ſent, is not God, 
as well as Chriſt; John being created and finite, 
Jeſus vincreate and infinite. Page 20, you cite 
John Ax 29, «I aſcend to my Father and your 
Father to my God and your God.“ Here, 


ſurely (you ſay) are two different perſons: indi- 


cated: _—_ any perſon be ſaid to aſcend to him- 


18 Ip" FIFTY perſbu you mean that finite 
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being, man; certainly he cannat aſcend to him= 
felf ; but if we view the omniſcient, omnipreſent 
God, in glorified human form, when Jeſus Chriſt 
had. caſt. off all materiality, it will be clear that 
9 divine perſon could aſcend, to himſelf. You 

„ alſo, © Laſtly, our Saviour ſays (John xiv. 
23) that his Father was ' greater than he: Can 
any perſon be greater than himſelf? Well might 
it be ſaid, darkneſs hath covered the earth, and 
groſs darkneſs the people.“ It is proper to remind 
you, that Jeſus Chriſt is not a diftin& perſon from 
the Father, but diſtin&t in degree only; Chriſt, 
or viſible Jehovah, being the loweſt, or moſt 
exterior of the Deity; for as, in all nature, 
there are diſtinct gtadations, ſo, -. in him, there 
are diſtinet degrecs, but in continuous order 
like that of light verging to ſhade; or the 
higheſt and the loweſt. In the vegetable crea- 
tion, for inſtance a tree, the bark 1 18 the lowell, 
next is the ſolid wood, in the centre or interior 
part of which, is the ſap, the circulating fluid, 
or firſt principle of. life. The wiſdom of God, 
in degrees of order, is alſo ſcen in the mineral 
Kingdom; che baſis, ore recipient oi the mineral 
ſpirit, is the firſt. that preſents itſelf, to our views 
being the loweſtor moſt exterior, from which. in 
diſtinct degrees, the ingenious chymiſt can pene- 
trate inte the interior caverns, Where is) found 
the mineral, ſpirit in icy firſt principle tying 
Ser. kan the mineral in i its ultimate form. 
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In man, . are diſtinct degrees, the one 
| greater than the other; the loweſt is the body. 
The: human principle is the next in the aſcotd 
ing degree ; and the interior rational principal is 
2 higheſt in man, gonſequently greater. than 
the other two. Therefore, it is ſeen how Ori 
addreſſed himſelf to the Father as greater, and 
yet not a diſtinct perſon from himſelſ; for as 
the rational principle in man cannot be ſeen, hut 
manifeſts itſelf in the government of the ſenſual 
in the body; ſo the Deity, in his firſt principles, 
cannot be ſeen or conceived by the mind of man, 
but condeſcends to manifeſt himſelf in his Run | 
2 e is e e forth. .- 
Dogg TAY you an. = When: Philip. Fad. to 
e Jeſus, John xiv. 8, Show us the Father ;) Jeſus 
« ſaid, he that hath ſeen me, Hath ſeen the Fa- 
« ther. But Jeſus was uſed to ſpeak: in figurative 
ce language; and where is there à more common 
ce figure of ſpeech than ta ſay, we ſee a perſon in 
* his works? I need not remark how abſurd it 
would be for you, or any perſon, to ſay, he that 
hath ſeen Dr. Prieſtly, hath ſeen the Father. On 
this ground, it may, with equal propriety, be 
ſaid, he that hath ſeen à tree, a fiſh, bird, or 
a horſe; hat ſeen the Fathet ; for all theſe are 
the works of God. Had Jeſus ſaid, he that hath | 
ſen thee, Philip, ot any of the works of God in bi 
15 tho creation, hath ſetn as much of the Father as | 
In e 1 88 
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can be ſeen; then your aſſertion would have been 
conſiſtent with truth; but as he” poſitively "ſays, 
without any figure of ſptech, . He that hath ſeen me, 
hath ſeem the Father, it is clear that the Father, or 
God, is Jeſus Chriſt; or Jeſus Chriſt is God or the 
Father. But read v. 23, © Jeſus anſwered and ſaid 
unto him, if a man love me, he will keep my words; 
and my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him.“ Here 
the ſame power, equality, and offſoe, Jeſus aſe 
cribes to himſelf as to the Father; and, farther, 
this bleſſing he gives to them who keep his words. 
Here, alſo, he ſpeaks in plain terms, without 
figure. Now, if you impartially conſider the 
matter, it muſt appear that this is not the lan- 
guage of a mere man, nor of one delegated 
from God, as the prophets were, for he ſays the 
commandments I give you are mine, and on the 
keeping them depends your eternal welfare. He, 
therefore, who fays, we will come and make our 
abode with him, muſt, of neceſſity, be a part. 
ner with the Deity in the diſcharge of omnipreſent 
power; ſo that if Jeſus Chriſt is not God, by 
what name can he be called, who is equal in 
power to him whom you ſay is inviſible? 
« We will come to him, ſignifies as intimate an 
union between the Father and the Son, as there 
is between the ſoul and body; but admitting 
we take it in this view, that he was equal to the 
8 * by power delegated to him, and. yet a 
FT: 5 | ine 


2 75 


L 7 47 


diſtinct perſon; and only a man; how abſurd 
and inconſiſtent with reaſon is it that the Father, 
or divine eſſence; and man, or human material, 
being ſo oppoſite in their principles; ſhould 
enter into ſuch an union together, as is here 
plainly indicated? Therefore, if we believe the 
true and obvious meaning of theſe words, we 
ſhall join iſſue with him, where he ſays, © my 
c Father will love him ;” or, which is plainly 
his meaning, my Soul will love him. «I 


<« ſpeak not myſelf, the Father that dwelleth in 


ec me ſpeaketh.” John xiv. 10. Is not this the 
fame as if we fay, my ſoul, that dwelleth in me, 
ſpeaketh? It was not poſſible for him to ſpeak 
in clearer terms; therefore, we have his au- 
thority, when we ſay, Jeſus and the Father are 
not two, but one; that one is the n and 


— 


that F _ is J eſus Chriſt. 


It is Gaps that men of good "Y 200 
diſtinguiſhed abilities, ſhould be ſo miſtaken in 


this important point, ſo. neceſſary to perform, 
acceptably, the ſerious buſineſs of Religion. 


For it is evident, from our Lord's words in 
Matthew, that Chriſt was the Lord whom David 


worſhipped; © Jeſus aſked the Phariſees, ſaying, 
de what think ye concerning Chriſt ? Whoſe fon 
is he? They fay unto him, David's. He 


< ſaith unto them, how then doth David, in 
4 * call him Lord: ? ſaying, the Lord faid 


1 | = oh unto 
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c unto my Lord, fit thou on my right hand, until 


make thine enemies thy footſtool ; i David 
* therefore call him Lord, wy is be his Fon? 
ae s. | * SH d 
Lady, you remark; p. 27, ee has At 
« Omega may ſignify the chief, or founder, of 
* any thing; as Chriſt is, under God, of the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation, and, therefore, may be 
applied to God, in Rev. i. 8, and to Chriſt, 
Rev. xxii. 12. Lam of opinion you are here 
very much miſtaken, for Rev. iv. 2, And be- 
« hold a throne was ſet i Heaven, and one ſat 
on the throne:” The Revelator goes on to 
deſcribe him that fat on the throne; and, ver. 8, 
he fays it was © the Lord God Almighty, which 
© was, and is, and is ro come.” Agreeably to 
this, Jeſus Chriſt ſays, chap. i. 8, © I am Alpha 
© and Omega, the beginning and ending, faith 


«« the Lord, which is, and which was; and which 


4 is to come, the Almighty,” That this is Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſays he is the Almighty, is clear from 


the following verſes, 10, 11, 12, 13; © I was in 


< the ſpirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind 
et me a great voice, as of a trumpet, ſaying, I am 
% Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt; and 
4 turned to ſee the voice that ſpoke with me, 
* and being turned, I ſaw ſeven golden candle- 
45 ſticks, and, in the midſt of the ſeven golden 
4 „ one like unto. the Sox of Man.” 

8 This 


This Son of Man is Jeſus. Chriſt, whom John 


Dan. vii. 9, © Clothed. with a garment.down to 
« his feet ; the hairs of his head were white like 
« wool; his eyes were as a flame of fire; his 
voice as the ſound of many waters; and his 
© countenance was as the Tun ſhineth in his 
te ſtrength.” That this is Chriſt, who here ſays 
«1 am Alpha and Omega,” you allow; and 
that this Jeſus Alpha and Omega, is the ſame 


Alpha and Omega, God Almighty, in ver, 8, 


is alſo undeniable; for the connection is the 
ſame, nor is there the leaſt diſtinction of perſons 
between the Alpha and Omega, God Almighty, 


Jeſus Chriſt; who is 4/pha and Omega, the fir 


«© mighty ;” the ſenſe of-theſe different Scriptures 
will be this, the Son of Man is Feſus Chriſt's 
Jeſus Chriſt is Alpha and Omega; Alpha and 
Omega is Gd Almighty, who ſitteth on the throne ; 
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deſcribes, as the Ancient of Days is deſcribed in 


ver. 8, and the Alpha and Omega, Jeſus Chriſt, 
ver. 11; from which no other fair concluſion 
can be drawn, thin that as the Son of Man is 


and the laſt; and that as he who ſitteth on the : 
throne ſays, Jam Alpha and Omega; God Al- 


therefore Je/us, Cbriſ is © ther: Almighty God, 
* that ſitteth on the throne; to him be glory 
cc. hah now and + pegs N 2 N Ut, oi | 
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Hav ING no clearly ſhown that Jeſus 
Chriſt is the Almighty, that he created the world 
and all things therein, and that he alſo is wor- 
 thipped: in tot character, it follows that I ex- | 
plain what is meant by che union of e 

1 ae human nature. 


ee babe Bete pen n 
omit to inform my readers of the injuſtice 
you have done the Baron, in miſrepreſenting 
his writings. P. 32 and 64, you charge it 
upon him, as an affertion of his own, That 
the Divine Eſſence is united to a human body.“ 
He fays no fuch thing; but on the other 


EA 
9 


LETTER Its 32 


—— 
* 


hand, ſhows the impoſſibility of fuch an | 


union; and what appears illiberal on your fide, 
you know that he denies ſuch an union, at the 


very moment you are charging him with it; for 


you give his own words, p. 32, where he ſays, 


* For the human nature cannot be tranſmuted 


ce into the Divine Eſſence, neither commixed 


“e therewith.” Wheneder your pen is again em- 
Ployed, let candour prevail with you never to be 
_ guilty. of ſuch an impropriety, as it appears to 
be done with intent to deceive thoſe who are 
ſearching for truth, or gain proſelytes to your 


own opinions, Such fubterfuges we have no 
idea of. We heſitate not to meet the full force 
of prejudice, by admitting the imputations of 


our adverſaries in their moſt obnoxious forms; 8 
confident that truth ſtands in no need of ſuck 3 


e i as that py 8 87 N haye ern . 


In Ker to by this divine object within the 


power of our _ underſtanding, it may be neceſſary _ 


to take notice again, that the Divine Efſence 


cannot be united to the human nature, or body 
| of fleſh, ſuch union being contrary to the laws of 


true philoſophy, reaſon, ' and common ſenſe. 


No one capable of reflection, can entertain an 
idea, that things which are heterogeneous in their 
principles, ſhould ever form that union bere 


alluded'to. | 
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Again, p. 34, you ſay, © On this I ſhall take the 
liberty to remark, that, of what kind ſoever way 
the union that was to be formed between the 
Divine Hſence and the human body, &. Here 
I muſt take the liberty to tell you once more, that 
you either have not fairly read, or do not under- 

ſtand the writings of this highly - favoured ſcribe; 
for you are told in the paſſage you have taken 
from one of his works, quite the contrary. He 
ſays, For the human nature from the mother 
cannot be tranſmuted into the Divine Eſſence, 
neither commixed therewith; nevertheleſs we 
maintain, that the divinity aſſumed an humanity, 
1. e. united to itſelf, juſt as a ſoul is united to 
its body; from which circumſtance it follows, 
that he put off the humanity taken from the mcy 
ther, which in itſelf was like the humanity of 
another man, and conſequently material, and 
put on the humanity from the Father, which.in 
itſelf was like unto its divinity,” So that here 
again you have wholly, miſtaken the matter as it 
relates to the union. You ſeem to underſtand, 
that the body he had from the mother became 
one with the Divine Eſſence ; and 1 am afraid it 
is a wilful miſtake, as it is here ſaid he put off 
the body he had from the mother, and during 
his abode in the world, his divinity was united or 
conjoined to his material body, as our ſouls are 
to our bodies; and we are as ſenſible as you that 
ſpiritual ſouls and material bodies, can form na 
union - 


ö 


. 


r 53 


union, any more than the iron and clay i in Nebu- 


chadnezzar's image. How then can the Divinity 
or Divine Eſſenee be united to a human material 


N 


This then is what we underſtand, that there 
is one God, who is Jehovah in human form, 
being love, wiſdom, and life itſelf; that this 
divine love, is called the FargEx; being the 
inmoſt principle of the eternal, hidden, un- 
manifeſted Deity ; the /e; origin of all eſſen- 


ces ! unknown! that of which Angels and men - 


tan form no idea] unſearchable ! incomprehen- 
fible ! 


"Divine Wi 7/dom; called the Sow, bs the 


exterior of the divine love, or Father, the ma- 
nifeſtation or outgoings of the inmoſt principle, 
the Father, in all his glorjous attributes of light, 
life, glory, power, goodneſs, communicable and 
incommunicable ; the index of. the interior of 
the Deity, and the eſſence of all beings; in 
which two were contained in 7 the ultimate 


form qr exiſtence, called the Divine human: i 
Now when the Lord (by whom I mean the 


divine human) made himſelf viſible in human 
form, which was, when he aſſumed the human 
nature, he brought over his divine human 
ro covering, called the maternal human, or a 
Tg like our own, ſo that the divine human, 
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(which 1 was eternal and infinite) dwelt in the 
maternal human, which was finite, as the foul 4 
dwells in the body. 


At the - he caſt off all materiality, 
the maternal human or material body, which 
he had from the virgin, and the divine human, 
by its conjunction with the maternal human, 
appeared glorified in its ultimate form, being 
that of man. 


Therefore, it is evident, that when this 
efflux of power, which in its primæval ſtate was 
the embryo of the divine human, aſſumed the 
human nature, and by temptation-combats, 
and victories, had performed the grand work of 
redemption, he returned in a perfect viſible form, 
where he was before eternally in power; which 

vo is the valble and moſt exterior of Deity, | 


Hence the God we worſhip, is not the mate- 
| Fial human of this world, but he that ever was, 
js, and ever will be; the inviſible I am, who 
ſpake to Moſes, the 0 ame who claimed that awful 
name among the Jews, and who by his conjunc- 
tion with, and dwelling in, the human nature, 
has brought the divine human from power into 
form, and become the viſible JzHoyan, in 
om dwells the divine love, or F ather, and 
wha is the manifeſtation of divine wiſdom, the 
„*** Son, 


_ 4 {ATE 


o 


LETTER 11. | 35 


Son, from whom comes the divine progeeding or 
Holy Spirit, ſupporting and upholding by per- 
petual and conjunctive influx, the en ang | 
all the works of his hands. | 


. This MES is caſily comprehended and ex- 
plained ; there is nothing 1atricate or myſterious 
in it.” And it is perfectly conſiſtent with that 
divine union, ſpoken of by our Lord, © Believe me 
te that I am in the Father, and the Father iu me.” 
John xiv. 11. The ſacred Scriptures, ſeen 
through. this medium, appear in their native 
beauty, all harmony and divine; but through 
your's, abſurd and unintelligible ; their ſanctity 
not "ſeen, the harmony thereof baniſhed, and 
they become of no more uſe to regulate our ex- 
ternal man before men, or our internal before 
the Lord, than the hiſtory of OY 2 
e country. 5 


5 


I have ſelected a few paſſages from the Baron's 
writings, in order that we may have a more 
clear and comprehenſive view of this divine 
| union, this * 2y/tery of podlineſs, God manifeſt 
n fen.“ And let it be obſerved, that nothing 
from the virgin, either material or ſpiritual,” was 
> taken into the divine, the Lord took nothing 
o | with him which he had not before, for his divine | 
1 ; enn, 
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t The Lord came into the worid, and * — 


the human; this human he ſuperinduced over 


his former human; the human which he ſu- 
perinduced in the world, was like the human 
of a man in the world, nevertheleſs each of them 
was divine, infinite, and uncreate.” Div. Wiſd. 
221, 233. By the human here ſpoken of, 
which was ſuperirduced over his former human, 
and which was like the human of a man in the 
world, we do not underſtand his external body, 
compoſed of fleſn, blood, and bones; for this was 
derived from the virgin; therefore could not be 
divine, infinite, uncreate. Conſequently not that 
human, which he ſuperinduced, it being di- 
vine, infinite, and uncreate. But I humbly con- 
ceive, we are to underſtand, that this ſuperin- 
duced human, was the viſible effect of his for- 
mer human, as the cauſe; both being in con- 
tinuous order; for the former human was that, 
which before the incarnation was from eternity 
in power only, but at the incarnation, that powER. 
came forth into the form of man. This form is 0 
what is here called, *©* tbe Human, which he 
ſuperinduced over bis former buman, over which 
was brought from the mother, a covering or 
external body of fleſh, like our own, the which 
he was obliged to put on; or (agreeably to the 
laws of his divine order) he could not have 
penetrated to the ultimates of Nature, the high - 


eſt could not have reached the loweſt, the Alpba 


eould not have become the Omega. 
T4 . 5 This 


LETTER it, 37 


This body of fleſh he made uſe of, as a ve- 
hicle, to accommodate his Divinity to our pre- 


fent ſtate, but which he afterwards wholly caſt off. - 


The Baron obſerves, that © the human principle 
begins in the inmoſt of the rational principle,” 
and this, in the Lord, had its beginning in the 


inmoſt of his divine rational, or Jehovah; This. 


human principle having its beginning in the 
divine, was joined with the maternal principle, 
and was that in which he was tempted; bur at 
length, by his victory over temptation, he ex- 


pelled from his human principle, which was 


from Jehovah, all the maternal principle whick 
was from the virgin. The human principle 


then became divine, or the divine human, and 


united to the divine rational, or Jehovah, 


from which it exiſted. And foraſmuch as this 


human principle exiſted from the Eſſence of 
Deity, at the Aſcenſion the form and the 
Eſſence became ore. 


Therefore the cabſtance of the Lord's body iS 
from his own Eſſence, he being the only primary 
ſubſtance. And where the Baron ſays, he 


fully glorified his natural human, even to its 


ultimates,“ nothing leſs is indicated, than that 
he had expelled all materiality and impurity, 
which eovered his Divine, and JEHOVAH, in 


his etefnal uncreate ſubſtance in human form, | 
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This form was the manifeſtation of himſelf io 
Angels, the growing or coming forth of the 


Divine Human, from Power into actual exiſtence ; 


alſo the manifeſtation of his divine human to 
man, through the medium of, and conjunction 
with, the material body. It may alſo be obſerved, 


that the Lord's firſt ſtate was from hĩs incarnation, 


to his final glorification; during which time the 
Divine Human vas continually and gradually 


coming forth in the human form, in like man- 
ner as his material body n toward 
man. 1 15 


9 


5 58 


The 3 18 8 A: W regard 


to this divine union, through the whole of his 
works; for he ſays, © that in the Lord, from all 


eternity, who is Jehovah, before the aſſumption 


of the Human in the world, there were the two 
prior degrees actually, and the third in Power; 
but after his aſſumption of the human in the 
world, he put on alſo the third degree, which is 
called Natural, and thereby he was made like a 
man in the world, with this difference, that this 
degree, like the prior, is infinite and uncreate.“ 
This third degree which is called Natural, is 


the Son of God, the Divine Human, or Pivine 


Natural, which was from eternity, infinite and 
uncreate : therefore we may clearly underſtand, 
chat this third degree, is nothing leſs than God 


himſelf, theſe diſtinctions being made with 
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regard to that exterior degree of himſelf, which 
he has rendered viſible, The manner of his 
putting on this third degree, was, the divine 
human from Power, as an efflux from the Foun-: 
tain of Deity, coming forth into the natural form of 
man; hence called Natural, which is viſible 
only to Angels. To this was taken (as was ſaid) 
from the virgin a covering, by St. Paul called 
ce the veil which is his fleſh,” by means of 
which veil, or material body, he made himſelf vi- 
ſible to man, 


Agreeably to the above he ſays, Arc. Cel, 
The Divine Human, which was born from. 
Eternity, was alſo born in time, and what was born 
in time and glorified is the ſame,” Hence it 
is plain he underſtands, that, that which was 
born in time, and glorified, was that which was 
born from eternity; ſo that it was the ſame, 
Divige Human exiſting in two different ſtates, 
the one when it was in power from Eternity in 
| the Deity, viſible only to himſelf, the other in 
| human form in Time, made viſible to Angels, 
without the addition of created matter, There- 
fore the glorification of the Divine Human in 
time, was when all ſubſtance and form from the 
virgin was fully caſt of; © For what was not 
Life in itſelf, that is, what was merely hurnan, 
was expelled ;'** and it is clear, that that could 
only have life in itſelf, which was, by virtue of 
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a real conception from the Divine; ſo that he re- 


mained no longer her ſon, or the ſon of David; 
and the Divine Human, from Power, was beheld 
in form, and being in form from eternity virtually, 
and in time actually, is emphatically called 
DIVINE, INFINITE, and UN CREATE. 


5 a0 


The reaſon that the Divine Human is 
ſaid to be Born, is this: The divine“ human 
could not have been, but by the union of the two 
prior degrees in the Lord, or Jehovah; for the 
Divine Love could not be manifeſted but by 


union with, and operation of, the. Divine Wiſdom ; 


and as the divine human is the manifeſtation of 
the divine love and divine wiſdom, conſe- 
quently the divine human could not haye been, 
but by the forcible agency of the Divine Love in 
union with the Divine Wiſdom, for the givine uſe 
of the Lord's conjunction with man, 


Let it not be underſtood that theſe two prior 
degrees were ever ſeparate, but eternally united, 
with this difference, that the eſſence is the mani- 
feſtation or the out-goings of the interior, the 
Eſſe; the . Spiritual of the Celeſtial ; the Wiſdom 
of the Love : in like manner as the light is the 
manifeſtation of the beat; and the underſtanding 
of the will, Therefore the union of the two 
prior degrees being from eternity, ee 


"Bare Cel. 2627. | 
8 | _ - alfa 


Its) 


BE = 7 : =_ 
. 5 f THY 8 
» 
LETTER It 29 


alſo the exiſtence, or Divine Human in Power, 
£0-eval, co-exiftent, and co- eternal, with the E | 
and Eſence, hence properly ſaid to be born from 


eternity. 


This divine human being born in time 
was its eduction or coming forth out of its eternal 


_ dwelling from the E/e, in the Eſſence; taking 


a form, overſhadowing the virgin, and aſſuming 
a body of fleſh. 


- I ſhall take notice of a few paſſages you have 


ſelected, which ſeem to favour your opinion, 


but when duly conſidered, we ſhall find, that 
thoſe you have ſo much urged, wherein Chriſt 
appears in the character of a Servant, will make 
equally againſt your ſyſtem, as thoſe concerning 
which you are ſilent, wherein he exerciſes all the 
functions of Aspen. 


x And here we muſt obſerve, that the Lord (or 


5 che Divine Human) went through two ſtates; the 


firſt was that during the proceſs of the Divine 
Human þeing brought into its ultimates or form 
of man, which was from the incarnation to the 
aſcenſion, and is called the ſtate of humiliation. 


The ſecond and laſt ſtate commenced when the 


Divine Human had come forth to all the ultimates 


of man, and had caſt off every particle of the 


Maternal Human, and appeared-in all the ſplendor 


of 
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of his glory in the form of man, which was at 
the aſcenſion. This is the ſtate of glorification, 
or glorification of the Divine Human. In this 
ſtate he is the Father; in the firſt ſtate he was 
the Son; for this reaſon (as was obſerved) that 
ſeed or power which was in the Deity from 
eternity, and which aſſumed a body in this 
world, had not come forth to the ultimate, till 
the concluſion of the firſt ſtate, When the Son 
was loſt in the Father, then it was that he was 
glorified with the glory which he had before the 
world was. Then it was that “ the Son gave up 
<« the kingdom to the Father, and God was all in 
& all.” And when he ſays, © I will not leave you 
« comfortleſs, but I will come to you,” John xiv. 
18, © Yet I tell you the truth, it is expedient 
« for you that I go away, for if I go not away, 


« the Comforter will not come unto you, but if I 


te depart I will ſend him unto you ;” xvi: 7, he: 
ſpeaks of his ſecond ſtate, when he became the 
viſible Jehovah. But when he ſays (on which 
you lay great ſtreſs) As thou haſt ſent me into 
ec the world, even have I alſo ſent them into the 
„t world,” John xvii. 18. © Of myſelf I can do 
* nothing, but my Father who is in me, he doeth 
« the works,” viii. 28. © That they may know 
« thee, the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt, 


e whom thou haſt ſent,” xvii. 3. He was in the 


proceſs of his firſt ſtate, when the Divine Human 
was gradually coming forth to its ultimates; 
there 
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therefore in that ſtate, inferior to what he was at 
the commencement of the ſecond ſtate or Father, 


It is not ſtrange that you look upon the Father 
and Son as two diſtinct perſons, ſo long as you 
have no idea of Chriſt, but of his Maternal Hu- 
man.” Now diveſt yourſelf of prejudice, - and 
conceive in your mind (as is really the caſe) 
that this Maternal Human was compoſed of. the 
periſhable elements, that death is the ſeparation 
of that elemental compound, the body, when all 
the particles of elemental matter paſs off into their 
origin; then view him agreeably to the above 
deſcription, and the whole ſacred Scriptures ap- 
pear in a divine light, their Spirit one Soul, and 
that Soul the WORD, which is GOD! © 


Therefore, you ſee we do not make God. the 
ſame thing with a Writing concerning him, 
which you charge us with, p. 58. But it is the 
Soul and Spirit of that Writing which is the 
LORD; and Swedenborg tells you, in the ſame 
page, Whatever is written, either in the pro- 
< phetical or hiſtorical parts, hath reſpect unto 
* the Lord.” A moment's reflection will tell 
you, that what has reſpect to a thing, is not 
the thing itſelf, | 1 


* 


This union of the divine with the human 


eſſence, has, in all ages of the world, been called 
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the grand problem of Chriſtianity, now under- 
ſtood; fo that all men may approach and worſhip 


a God they have ſome conception of 5 not a God 
ke your's, of whom you have no idea, as to 
form, than of ſound, wind, or infinite ſpace. 


For you ſay, We can have no idea of Gad, but 
te that of infinite ſpace.” If I aſk, What idea 


can we have of infinite ſpace ? It might, with 


propriety, be ſaid, juſt as perfect an idea, as of 
the ſhape of ſound. Therefore, of a truth, 


your idea of God © reſembles Addiſon's appari- 
tion, which was in the ſhape of the ſound of a 


drum.” Ezekiel fays, in his grand ſublime de- 
ſcription of the Deity, that he ſaw Jehovah in 
che form of a man, upon a throne in Heaven; 
(i. 26) * and above the firmament that was over 
te their heads, was the likeneſs of a throne, as 
er the appearance of a ſapphire- ſtone, and upon 
te the likeneſs of the throne was the likeneſs as the 
« appearance of a man above upon it.“ Now 
with what propriety you can fay, © his form can 
© be nothing but that of infinite ſpace,” I leave 
for the unprejudiced to determine. That © he is 


& equally and every where preſent,” in his 


Omniporence, Omniſcience, and Omnipreſence, 
we admit; and being infinite in theſe attributes, 
the divine Mind can manifeſt itſelf in form in 
Heaven and on Earth at one and the fame time. 


Ezekiel here relates what he ſaw, viz. the throne, 
and round about it the Glory of the Lord, and 
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upon i, the Lord God in the form of a man, who 
ſpeaks thus to him; ii. 4, I do ſend thee unto 
« them, and thou ſhalt ſay unto them, thus ſaith 
te the Lord God. Either Ezekiel or you are 
wrong; for you ſay, to give the divine Being 
« the form of a * is to make him a man, and 


ce « nothing more,” But if Ezekiel is right, God 


is in the form of a man, and not in the form of 
infinite ſpace; and I am perſuaded the whole 


Chriſtian world will believe the teſtimony of 
Ezekiel, in preference to that article of your in- 


comprehenſible creed, viz. © That God is nothing 


te but infinite ſpace!” And yer, ſtrange incon- 
ſiſtency ! in p. 63, you believe God to be one 
Being, and one perſon! . Surely you will not 


deny, that, if you admit of a being and a perſon, 
form or ſhape is conſequent on ſuch admiſſion, 


and if form, alſo. ſubſtance; for I think, agreea- 
bly to the doctrine of common ſenſe, form is 
derived from /ubftance, for every ſubſtance muſt 
have a form. And it is clear, that what has form, 


| ow have ſubſtance unavoidably connected with 


+ Therefore, you having acknowledged the di- 
vine Being to be * a perſon,” a perſon muſt have a 
form, and form being inſeparable from ſubſtance, 
it follows, of neceſſity, that God, who is © a Being 


Fand a perſon,” is a ſubſtance and a form. But 
As you oy he in I. of God being a 
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ſubſtance, you muſt, to be in any 8 cons 
tent, deny his having a ferm, and then you 
make of him what ? nothing; yet addreſs 
him as a man. Tou ſhould, to be conſiſtent in 
this alſo, call upon him, a8 Oh, Nothing l Oh, 
Infinite ſpace} * art "wy TAO: yet no 
* L 21 * 


aw aſk, 0p it 0 with ſober ohiloſophy, 
chat all things have their origin from him; and 


yet that all things, vhich are ſubſtance, derive 


their ſubſtance from a non- entity? This is 


ſtrange and unintelligible; it is not poſſible for 


Omnipotence to bring ſubſtance out of nothing; 
therefore, God, who created all things from 
himſelf, muſt, of neceſſity, be real and eternal 
27 age Fo, you ſay, © Accordingly it appears, 
from the writings of Swedenborg, that he con- 
< fidered' God as having exiſted in a (vifible) 
c human form, even before his incarnation.” 


| There is no ſuch appearance in any of his 
writings ; ſuch an idea can only ariſe: from your 
_ miſconception of them. He fays, form may be 


predicated of God, and that form is virtually 
buman. We cannot: think you really ſerious on 


 - theſe important fubjects, when you tell us, that 
What is virtual c is formally, and already 
arrived at its utmo * I underſtand the 


word 


Ir FT 7, 


word 8 virtually as Raving the formative power, or 
_ efficacy of producing the effect, or end intended; 


and not the effect already produced, But it is 


fumciently demonſtrated above, that the form 
was only virtually human, or in power; conſe- 
quently, inviſible to Angels before the Incarna- 
tion, but actually man and viſible at the | 
ee ts | 


You 85. p. 34, “ is a finSarbentt attic 
* of your Faith, that Chriſt, or God, is but 
te one perſon, one thinking intelligent mind, and 


ve that there was no other prineiple of intelligence 
belonging to Jeſus; ; and, certainly, the mere 
_ ® body, glorified or not glorified, was incapable 


« of thinking, or dictating any language at all ; 
ce conſequently, in all the ſtages of his life, it 
c muſt have been his Divinity alone that dictated 


"0 every word that he uttered; and when he 


_ © prayed; it muſt have been to the RAS 1 
that is, to Himſelf. e 


There appears, on the firſt 5 of "Y 
above' paſſage, ſome degree of truth in your ob- 
jection; but this, like the reſt, will be found to 
have taken its riſe from a complete miſconception 
of the Scriptures; and of the interiors of man. 
It will be neceſfary here to conſider the regene⸗ 
= and not the unregenegate'man ; for © there 


ls aa to every man, who is regenerated, 
KY „ ne 


| Nior, is the regenerate eke This principle 
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cc two rational principles, one before regeneration, 


* the other after regeneration ; The firſt, which 


te is before regeneration, is procured, by exerciſes 


Ly of the ſenſes, by reflection on things in civil 


© and moral lite, by ſciences, and by reaſonings 
grounded therein and directed thereby. But 


« theſe things, at that time, enter no farther 


© into man, than a little above the ideas of the 
te corporeal memory, which ideas are reſpective- 
ce ly very material. Such is the nature of the 
<c firſt rational principle. But the rational. prin» 
2 ciple, after regeneration, is formed of the 
Lord by the affection of thoſe things which are 
re ſpiritual and divine, which affections are won- 
« derfully implanted by the Lord in the truths of 
* the former rational principle 3 and thus the 
£ things therein, which are in concord with, and 
« favour thoſe affections, are vivified, and made 
* alive; whilſt other things are. ſeparated thence, 
« as of no uſe. Hence it is evident, what is the 
« natyre and quality of the two Fart princi- 
« ples in man,” 

From the aboye obſervations it is elear, that 
man is a. three- fold character; conſiſting of the 
interior, the middle, and the exterior: T he ex: 
terior, is the material hoqy; the middle, is the 
firſt rational ſenſual principle, capable of think- 
ing, or is an intelligent principle; but the inte- 
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in man, is a faint ſhade of the Divinity; but, in 
the Lord, it was the eſſential Divinity itſelf. 
Hence, it appears, that every regenerate man 
finds that there is, within him, a thinking prin- 
ciple in the ſenſual man, diſtinct from his regene- 
rate principle or interior. Agreeably ro this 
diſtinction, it was, that St. Paul ſaid, «© For 
te that which I do, I allow not; for what I would; 
te that I do not; but what I hate, that do I.“ 
Rom. vii. 15. This interior, or regenerating 
principle, is fo far different from the ſenſual 
principle, that it rejects an union with every thing 
therein, but what is of the nature of its own 
love; and fits as a condemning or approving 
judge, on all the thoughts and actions. Thus it 
may be ſeen, in ſome ſmall degree, how it was 
in the Lord, that there was a principle of intelli- 
gence, which was a merely human rational prin- 
eiple, diſtinct from the eſſential Divinity, divine 
rational, or divine human. This rational princi- 
ple, merely human, is alſo called the Maternal 
Human, which was exterminated, as it could 

not enjoy a common life with the rational princi- 
ple eſſentially divine;“ fo that he remained no 
longer her ſon, and that which was eſſentially di- 
vine in him, called the Divine Rational, or Di- 
vine Human, being God in human form, aſ- 
re to himſelf, or to the hogs” of- -Deleys 
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ſiſtent with that progreſſive order u hich is viſible 
in all the works of God. The Omnipotent did 
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te far above all Ng pe chat be 8 * 
£c things, 6 70 


8 beser informed you, therefore, that it is 4 
fundamental article of our faith, that there was 
but one intelligent principle belonging to Jeſus, 
is very much in the wrong; conſequently, © it was 


et not his Divinity chat dictated every word that 


t he ſpake, nor the Divinity Praying to the 
Divinity.“ 


You obſerve, p. 34, Neeb Pp 
te he who is omnipotent, and who made all things 
<. by a word ſpeaking; ſhould not have effected 
* this union but in a courſe of time. Here your 
ideas of divine philoſophy, ſeem not at all con- 


not make any thing by a word ſpenting, hut by 
the WORD a#ing ; ſuch: Magic being contrary 
to the order and procedure of the dwine Wiſdom 
in the goverment of his providence, For when 
& the Earth was without form, and darkneſs was 


c moved upon the face of the waters.“ Here we 


ſee a proceſs took place before any thing was 


created or formed; the incijbatiug Spirit moving 
and bringing forth, gradually, the firſt ſtate; for 


you cannot ſuppoſe that it was a Day, as is now 
meaſured by the Sun, the two great Lights of 
Heaven 
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Heaven not being made till the fourth Day, or 


ſtare. So, we find that the Spirit of God was 
continually moving upon the waters, infufing 


. life, ideas, heat, and light, till the completion of 


the fixth ſtate; and, on the ſeventh, his Spirit 
ceaſed to move upon the waters, and he reſted. 
This is ſufficient to convince us, that God made 


nothing by a word ſpeaking; nor do we ſee in 


his government of the Univerſe, that he has de- 
parted, in the leaft, from his original plan; all 
things ia nature, from their beginnings to their 


ultimates, being truly gradual, upheld. and 


brought to maturity by the influx of that ſpiritual 


heat and light, which moved upon the face of 


the waters, and, in ſeries, brew not forth un 
rm! in all creation. | 


0 . VEE may ſee there is nothing et ex- 
* traordinary in his not effecting this union by a 
* word ſpeaking; for that would have been 


bs ay to the order . which he effects all things 


Boas 3 * * ec The uſe of Jeſus 
continuing on earth forty days, was, that time 
might be given for a ſufficient number of ſuc- 
cefſive appearances to the diſciples, in order to 


: give them the moſt: complete ſatisfaction, con- 


cerning the reſurreRion of their Maſter, and 
which is plainly indicated in the Seriptures.“ 
WR: 1; AE however; appears to me to be 


6 | | | totally 
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totally unfupported ; for it does not appear to de 
indicated in any part of the Scripture, that ſuch 
was the only uſe of his being forty days in the 
ſpiritual world, before his aſcenſion © (on Earth, 
| you ſay ; but I ſhall prove that he was not on 
Earth, but in the ſpiritual world, from the time 
of his Reſurrection to the concluſion of the forty - 
days, when he aſcended into Heaven) for we 
have an account of his appearing but a few times 
to his diſciples, which he might have accompliſh- 
ed in as many days; therefore there appears to 
be ſome other uſe in his not aſcending till forty 
days after his Reſurrection. Now, if we diligently 
ſearch the Scriptures, we ſhall find, wherever 
the number forty is uſed, it ſignifies a full ſtate of 

5 temptation, trial, or probation, as Mark i. 13, 
and he was there in the wilderneſs forty days 

tempted of Satan; Matt. iv. 1, Luke iv. 2, 
Jonah. iii. 4, Dut. ix. 25, Exod. xvi. 35. If 
it be aſked, Why could not any other number 
have anſwered the end as well as the number 
forty ? I would enquire, Why could not the Lord 
have created the Heavens and the Earth in three 
days, as well as in fix? and why could he not 
have effected the reſurrection of his body in one day, 
as well as in three? But there appears to be an 
arcanum in numbers, of which the world is 
ignorant. Peter is not of your opinion on this 
ſubject, he puts the matter beyond all diſpute, 
and tells us, in plain terms, where the Lord went, 
| | after 
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Ader he roſe foin the dead, the nature of his 


buſineſs in the forty days, and that he went in a. 


ſpiritual and not in a material, body, I Epiſ. iii. 
18, ig, 20, © quickened by the Spirit; by 
which alſo he went and preached unto the 


Jeirits, who were diſobedient i in the days of Noah.” 


That this priſon | is a ſeparate ſtate from this world 
and Heaven, is clear, becauſe they were Spirits, 
and had been diſobedient: conſequently reaſon 
tells us that as the natural world is the dwelling 
place for natural bodies, ſo it muſt be a Spiritual 
World where Spirits reſide. Hence it plainly 


appears, that Jeſus was not in the natural world 


hen he roſe from the dead, but in the Spiritual 
Word; alſo it is evident that his ſtay in the 
Spiritual World was, not for tlie purpoſe (as you 
fay) of giving a ſufficient number of appearances 
to his diſciples, becauſe his buſineſs there was to 
preach to the inhabitants of the Spiritual World. 


So that, agreeably to the purport of his embaſſy 
to the Spiritual World, there was a neceſſity for 
him to preach there; which plainly indicates 

there wete Spirits in that world, in a ſtate to 


receive the truth, having ſpent a good life in this 
world; and conſequently that there were others, . 


who having ſpent an evil life in this world, could 
hot receive any benefit from his PG 
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Therefore, from the fact of his having been 
forty days before he aſcended into Heaven, 
no other concluſion can be drawn on Scripture 
ground, than that he was in a ſtate of temptation, 
and in the proceſs of expelling even the impuri- 
ties of Spirits from his ſpiritual body, before his 
Divine Human could be ſeen, as © Ong Lord, 
One God, One Father,” Eph. iv. 5, 6; he then, 
te aſcended up far above all Heavens, that he 
« might All all Things,” v. 10. 

What temptations he under went in the Spiritual 

World, before he had thrown off the impurities of 
Spirits, we are ignorant of; but if we may be 
allowed to judge, as far as we may affirm that a 
Spiritual body excels a Material body, ſo might 
his temptations be of a more poignant nature, 
than thoſe which he experienced in this World. 
Now as his preaching and being tempted in the 
Spiritual World is conſiſtent with Scripture and 
reaſon, Is not the belief that he had to overcome 
the Spiritual, as well as the Natural World, a 
more powerful incentive for us to love him, and 
keep his commandments ? | 
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REVEREND Ds. PRIESTLV. 


I. ET TER ii. 
Of the Second Coming of Chriſt, aud a future 
Judgment, 


- REVEREND six, 


I MUST confeſs, that, till I met with the wri- 
tings of Swedenborg, I had no idea of the Lord's 
ſecond coming, but as perſonal and viſible to . 


the material or bodily eye, and that previous to 


his coming, there would be Earthquakes, Signs 
and Wonders in Heaven; Tempeſts, Thunder, Fire, 
and Storms; that the Sun ſhould be turned into 
darkneſs, and the Moon give no light, the Stars 
fall from Heaven, and men cry out to the 
rocks and mountains to fall upon them, and to 
hide them from the wrath of the Lamb: that 
then, in this general convulſion, the Lord him- 
ſelf would deſcend from Heaven with a ſhout, 
with che voice of an Archangel, and with the 
L 2 ; ſound 
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ſound of a Trumpet, and that all mankind, even 
from. Adam, ſhould be raiſed from a ſtate of 
death, as from a profound ſleep, and ſtand be- 
fore God to receive their fin al ſentence; ; after 


which, the Globe of the Earth, would be con- 


ſumed by fire. Such was the view I had of the 
accompliſhment of the ſacred Scriptures, Tmate- 
rial and natural, and I perceive you are of the 
ſame opinion. A few obſervations on this ſub-. 
ject will ſhow clearly, the events juſt ſtated, are 
not to be accompliſhed materially, but ſpiritually, 


And hits I 8 obſerve, that matter and 


ſpirit are ſo oppoſite in their nature, that they | 


+ $$ 4$4y @® + & 53 


material cannot ſee a ſpiritual body at all, Wee 
anyſmedium, nor can a ſpiritual ſee a material body. 
Hence it is plain, that the Lord, Who! is a ſpirit 
or ſubſtantial body, cannot' be 3 by the ma- 


| terial eye, but only by the eye of the ſpirit, ſo 


that he being ſpiritual, we alſo mult be ſpiritual 
to ſee him ; from which we may Juſtly infer, 
that being a ſpirit, his coming can only be ſeen 


ſpiritually. It is faid, Acts i. 14, © Ye men of 


Galilee, why ſtand ye gazing up into Heaven ? 
this ſame . Jeſus, which i is taken up from you 
into Heaven, ſhall ſo come in like manner as ye 


| have ſeen him go into Heaven.“ © And again, 


the Lord ſpeaking of his ſecond coming, Matt. 


Xxiv. 30, * And. b ſhall ſe the Son of Man 


coming 


LETTER 111. > Jo 


eqming in the clouds of Heaven with power and 
great glory,” Theſe paſſages from Scripture 
you have ſelected, as you think they are unde 
niable proof of his ſecoud coming being viſible 
to the material eye; but if by clouds and Hea- 
ven, you mean the clouds and ſky, which are 
over our heads, you are certainly miſtaken, thoſe 
clouds being material, and the ſky, where the 
| Gght i is loſt in boundleſs viſion, cannot be Hea- 
ven, becauſe the material eye is affected by it 
and Heaven is Spiritual, being the abode of 
| ſpirits ; ; therefore his ſecond c coming, and what 
recedes that coming, is likewiſe ſpiritual, Thus 
earthquakes, ſigns and wonders 1 in Heaven, the 
Sun turned into darkneſs, and the Moon inte. 
blood, the Stars falling, &c. are to be accom- 
pliſhed | in 2 ſpiritual, and not a material ſenſe ; 5 
and here we ſee, that unleſs it be known what 
earthquakes, ſigns, wonders, ſun, moon, fars, 
clouds of Heaven, rrumpet, power and glory, 
ſignify 3 in a ſpiritpal ſenſe, we are wholly i in the 
dark, with regard to the manner and actos 
patent < of this great event, 


” 


* Z * 


| But when we underſtand, that by Earth © is 
meant the Church ; by ſun, moon, and ſtars— 
: charity, faith, and the knowledge of the internal | 
ſenſe of the word, it will appear, that by the 
fun being darkened, and the moon turned into 
ood, the ſtars x ling. earthquakes, &c. is 


plainly 
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plalny Genified the end of that Church, " which 3 is 
deſtitute of Charity and Faith, and the heavenly 
knowledge, which is the reſult of that union. 
For Faith is no Faith, where it only exiſts in the 
underſtanding ; nor is Charity, living Charity, 
where it only exiſts in the affection. Hence 
that is a true Church only, general or individual, 
where Faith and Charity, united, are born or 
brought into act in the life, Again, where it is 
ſaid, © he ſhall come in the clouds of Heaven, 
and, Then we, which are alive and remain, 
ſhall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds ; 1 Theſſ. iv, 17; we do not under- 
ſtand che clouds in the atmoſphere, for {that cans 
| not be, as was obſerved, the one being ſpiritual, 
| ; : the other material: but we underſtand, by 
| clouds, the literal ſenſe of the word as a Covering | 
to the internal ſenſe ; therefore, at his ſecond 
coming, thoſe that are alive, i. e. thoſe in the 
exerciſe of charity, and its faith, will be caught 
up from the litera! to the /piritual ſenſe of the 
word. David, as well as the Baron, was of opi- 
nion, that no ſuch judgment would take place in 
this world as you, imagine; for he underſtood the 
Earth would never be deſtroyed, Pſal. xxvili. 69, . 
And he built his ſanctuary like high Palaces, 
like the ai; which he hath esTaBLISHED 
POR EVER,” xcili. 1, © The WORLD alſo is 
ESTABLISHED that it cannot be moved. xX cvi. 
1 10, © T "he WORLD alfo ſhall be s5TaBLISHFD, 
| cc chat 
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_ that it ſhall not be moved: he ſhall judge the 
people righteouſſy .“ The Lord will JUDGE 
the people righteouſly.” Judgment is to be ac- 
compliſhed, but not in the manner you vainly ſup- 
Poſe, like the proceſs of trial in a court of ju- 
dicature, for judgment takes place immediately 
as man throws off the matter which covers his 
ſpiritual body ; z as proof of this, our Lord ſays, 
Dives was in Hell, and was fo parched in the 
flame, that he begged for a drop of water to 
cool his tongue, that Lazarus was ſeen by him 
in Abraham's boſom; and agreeably to David, 
it is clear, that the world is never to be de- 
Proyed, as many wildly think at ſome diſtane 
period, which they call the laſt day, underſtand- 
ing the word in its literal ſenſe only ; but that the 
Divine Architect who built it, will act conſiſtently: 


with himſelf, and preſerve 1 it in the ſame order 2 5 
eternity. 


However, notwithſtanding what has been ſaid 
againſt a literal fulfilment of the Scriptures, I de 
not expect this will be generally received at pre 
ſent, any more than the New Church was ger 
nerally eſtabliſhed at the end of the old or Jewiſh, 
| Church, when our Lord made his firſt advent 
into the world; for we find it was 300 years 
before the Chriſtian Church was quietly con- 
firmed, However, we © reſt in hope,” that doe- 
trines, which will ſtand the reſt of truth, though 


| oppoſed : 
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oppoſed for a time, wil at lefigth prevail, hich 

ohe Church; one Faith united with Chariry; 

will cover the Earth, and fothing but the Hea: 

_ verily principles of goodneſs and truth, ; abba 

15 among mankind 5 i 


But you fay; * Sothe eFidence Woll be given 
df the power of hell being deſtroyed ; to all 
appearance no difference whatever has taken place | 
| i! the power of man, to contend with vice ot 
ptqudice,” With regard to this objection, it ap- 
pears; that fince the completion of the laſt judg- 
ment, which the Baron tells us was accompliſhed 
It the year 1757, there is a viſible alteration int 
many parts of che world, with regard to res 
Fgious liberty, which principle I doubt not will 
| ſpread over the habitable globe. France, who 
on account of the ſupineneſs of her inhabitants, 
was thought the moſt unlikely nation on earth, 
has affected a glorious reform, and emancipated 
Hherfelf from the galling yoke of tyrany, ſlavery, 
and oppreffioh; all religious ſects are protected 
hy her in worſhipping the Lord of the univerſe, 
agfecably to tlie dictates of their conſciences, and 
Jews and Chriſtians of all denominations enjoy 
n common, * be Rights of Man” in the ads 
nitiſteation'of her laws. 
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Weis alſo 2 fi that in the courſe of the laſt 
itt) years, mamy hape bern the fitugoles'of # 
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| . reſpeſtable part of Our. fellow ſubjects i In this 
" 


Country, to obtain the privileges uninterrupt- 
edly enjoyed by thoſe of the eſtabliſhed Church. 


* In part they have ſucceeded; and | am of opinion 


that a wiſe government will at laſt ſee the pro- 


* of excluding none from their confidence, 


n account of a Kifrrence in OY: ſenti- 
ments. 


'T his alteration, or hee of vidverfl FED" 
in the exerciſe of Religion, you may rejoin, is 
not on account of the Judgment having paſſed. 
You, cannot however prove. the contrary ; and 
we have thus far the better of the argument, as 
gur belief of the Judgment being ſpiritually ae. 
compliſhed, is perfectly conſiſtent with Scripture, 
Reaſon, ſound Philoſophy, and that Spirit of 
Divine Philanthropy, which is now ſo power- 
fully unſhackling the minds of men, and leaving 
them at perfect liberty to chuſe good or evil, 
& Conſequently, this is ſome evidence that the 
power of hell is deſtroyed, and that ĩt is more in 


the power of man to contend with vice or pre- 
judice.” : N Cs 


Our Lord, 8 of his Sond adventy . 


| fays, «At that day, ye ſhall-know that I am in 


the Father,” John xiv. 20—* The time cometh 
when [I ſhall ſnow you plainly of the-Fither,” xvi. 


| 15 Now. it is Kent. i in the Scripture, that, 


i 


M ; Gy whale. 
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whilſt our. Lord and the Apoſtles were upon 
Earth, he did not make known to them how it 
4 was that be was in the Father ; conſequently, 
ce at that day,” the uhion of the Divine witlithe - 
Human, was not revealed. The firſt Chriſtian 
Churches reſpecking this myſtery, though they « þ 
acknowledged him to be con-ſubſtantial with the * 
Father, that he was the Son of God, and wor- 
mhipped him; yet they did not underſtand, © af 
that day,” how it was that he was in the Father: Y 
and at this day, ſuch is the violence done to the 
ſacred Word, that there is ſcarcely any Church 
that does not worſhip à plurality of Gods. C 
Father is worſhipped through God the Son, * 
. and God the Holy Ghoſt; inſtead of a manifeſted 
1 : * Divinity i in the Divine Perſdn of Jeſus i 
N | Neither has there ever been a Church (except | 
 . this) that worſhipped Fe eſay Ch#ift alone as ah 4 
I only God. Therefore, being at this day ſhown 
2 _ - Plainly how it is that he is in the Father, and 
A the Father in him, we conclude this is bat day 
E *. 1 which was ſpoken of by the Prophet Zechariah, 
Ax ie In that day ſhall there be one 28 and his 
_— name one.” Xiv. 9. 
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. 8 Ffom what is faid above, it is evident, that 
the Lord's ſecond coming is à ſpiritual confing, . 
and not a coming viſible to the material eye; 4 
conſequently, that this tranſackion relates to the 

5 * World, where are Spirits and Spiritual 


5 
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Wings 88 we can judge from effedts, that as 
&# his name is now ane, as we are now 20ld plainly of 


the Father, and as this was not to be till his 
ſecond coming, fignified by the words, © in 
cha®izy,” this muſt he adfnitted as regular proof 
from Seripture and reaſon, that his ſecond JOE 


N to e. A. Mane als, is 
$4 e 


, 7 _ fay, Pp. 43, « your account obs marriages 
In Heaven, , in whatever ſenſe it be underſtoqd, 
4. 

15 contrary to the Plain ſenſe of Scripture,” — 
Here you are not only wrong, with regard to 
marriages in Heaven, agrecably to Scripture, but 
ale o in Four arbitrary aſſertion, ein whate vg 
ſenſe it is underſtood.“ That your , material 
body, you ſeem In unwilling to part with, will 
ever be married i in another life, certainly cannot 
| happen, nor will you ever meet, with it again 
when once you part with-it ; but that your ſpi- 
ritual body may. be married, or conjoined to the 
Lord, by the reception of his love and wiſdom, 
ſo as to enjoy him in the fruition of heayenly 
delight, i 18 plain. Rev. Rix. 7 9» « The time of 
the marriage of the Lamb i is come, and his i ife 
hath made herſelf ready.” That here is a mar- 
Tlage in Heaven, you certainly cannot deny; . 
but it is a ſpiritual marriage, and, conſiſtently with 
- our principles, we cannot plead for any other 
chan e marriages, in a Spiritual ſtate, or 
SE 2 - Heaven 
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| Heaven: fo that your aſſertion falls to the god. . 
l Again, Rev. XX1. 9, © Come hither, I will ſhowthee * J 
: the bride, the Lamb's Wi Fe; and he carried me P 
d away in che ſpirit, to a great and high” mouptain, 1 
and ſhowed me that great City, the hol Nu ä 


falem.” It is to be obſerved, that John ood 
the holy City Jeruſalem, er prepared as A bridgy , 

adorned for her huſband ; that, by Jeruſilem, 4) 
11 ne meant the Church, which he firſt ſaw as a 4 
city, and afterwards as an eſpouſed virgin; as A 4 
city, repreſentatively, and as an eſpouſed virgin 
It . ſpiritüally. So are marriages in Heaven, ſpiri- 
| | tual, and not natural or material. Now as you do | 
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| 9 not believe e ſhall be ſpiritual. i in another fe, ? 
th Mut material, you are reaſonipg in the . % 
| 1 for thinking of Spirit from things : and acts. which ; 
$i | are proper to matter only, is as abſurd, as if we 
li h attempt to look at the beauty of a country around 
i us, in the darkneſs of the night, or to form a 
8 conception of God, who is eternal, from pace 
i and time, which are prope to hature only; 
\l lg But to ſpeak n more particularly on this fubjed, | 
4 |: [ that married pairs wholive together in this world, 
| 10 EY in love to the Lord, and who only love each other 
—_ becauſe each loves him, will live together t to all 
1 | eternity, is alſo clear from Scripture; for every | | 
i one will acknowledge, that theſe are Joined by i 
bi 5 God, © and, whom God hath joined together, | f 
Wh let no man put aſunder,” Matt. xix, 6, You ! 
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1 
, "ap! urge, this relates to the œconomy of the 
marriage ſtate in this life; but it alſo relates to 
another; for whatever is a man's love, is alſo his 
es and when he goes into the ſpiritual world, 
e Clinnot he: ſeparated from that which is his 
Fcaperi love, for he becomes one with it, as 
waters running into, become one with, the ocean; 
„therefore, when man and woman are united in 
* their internals to the Lord, as well as in exter- 
. pals to each other, they are as one ſoul in two 
bodies; and while on earth, are united in the hea» 
venly marriage, the production of which union 
in Heaven is the delights of love, and the delights 
ol wiſdom, from che Lord, for ever, 


. 
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"Fo the anftr of our Lord to the Saddy 
he ſpeaks of carnal marriages, which he J. 
do not take place in another life, ſo ſay we; but 
from what has been ſaid, it is plain, that ſpi- 
ritual marriages are celebrated in Heaven, nei- 
ther goes he ſay any thing againſt the diſtinction 
of ſexes in the ſpiritual life; we alſq learn, this 
diſtinction of ſexes is apparent in Heaven, for 
John could tell us of what ſex the perſons he ſaw _ 
there were of; thus he ſays, that he ſaw a woman 
in Heaven, Rev. xii. 1, and that the Angel who 


| talked with him, was a man; xxi. 17. Therefore 
6 we may fairly conclude, that men will remain 
"7 men, and women, women; and unleſs there 
4 were ſome analogy « or correſpondence in the diſ- 
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' "gip&tion between the ſexes, all might be men or 
cvomen, or neither. Now it is evident, that all 
things in their ultimates, correſpond to things © 
more interior; thus, the ſpeech to the thought, 
and the action to the will. In like manner is th 
correſpondence of -the ſexes in the. ſpirit il ſtate, 
The divine wiſdom in the Lord, is the agel 
tion of his divine Love, the receptive forms® 


af which (yig.) love and wiſdom, are that pair, 1 


chus Cogjoined to each other in the Lord; ang 
this is called the heavenly marriagmeeGQ. 


9 | 3 i 1 amy Sir, & 9. 1 - 
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. LETTER IV. 


Of Cod, Angels, the Spiritudl World, and if the 
Interpretation the Scriptures. | 


* 
Int 
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REVEREND SIR, 


+ is neceſſary here fo , obſerve, that, 
9 vent is infinite in / lf, and eternal in ilſelf, is 
« the ſame with what is divine. But what is in- 
'& Fuite in itſelf, and eternal in itſelf, and is di- 
vine, can be ſeen by ſome, and cannot be ſeen 
« by other men; it can be ſeen by thoſe who 
© think of infinite not from ſpace, and of eternal 
© not from time; but it cannot be ſeen by choſe 
© who think of infinite and eternal from ſpace and 
tc time. Therefore, it can be ſeen by thoſe who 
te think more elevatedly, that is, more interior ly 
© in che rational mind, but it cannot be ſren by 
ce thoſe 
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« thoſe whoſe thoughts are lower ; that is; more 
cc exterior. I know that many will fay with 


ce themſelves, how can a human being compre- 


& hend interiorly, in his rational mind, any. 
be ching without ſpace, and without time? But 
te think interiorly, whether love, or any affection 
te thereof, or wiſdom, or any perception thereof, 
te yea, whether thought is in ſpace and in ume, 
& and you will find they are not; and whereas the 
& divine is love itſelf, and wiſdom itſelf, it follows, 
* that the divine cannot be conceiv® in ſpace 
. arid in tims J. 


I do not wonder that there is ſuch a rhanifeſt 
be between you and Baron Swedenborg, 
vith regard to your ideas of God, Angels, and 
ſpiritual thitigs ; for thinking differently of the 
- firſt principles of metaphyſics, it is not likely 
that you ſhould be of one mind, but oppoſite 

as light to darkneſs; for what you call property; 
he proves ſubſtance and form. Thus, Underſtand- 
ing and Will, you call properties in the body, 
but he Subſtance and Form; and if this is not 
ſo, what idea can we have of the ſpiritual man, 
if we treat of him in the abſtract, but © as of 

4 ſomething volatile, floating in air or =ther?” 
Theſe properties, viz. Underſtanding and Will, 

: mw ſay, © belong to ſomething that is not-pro» 
TR” but to which we give the name of ſub- 
. * 


- 


rn. 89 


. te ſtance; 5 without, however, having any idea of 
E its nature.” The ſubſtance you here ſpeak of, 
and to which you attach the Underſtanding and 
Will, is the material body, which you ſay is in- 

; comprehenſible in its nature; but in the ſame _ 
page you remark, that the underſtanding and 
Will are known and comprehended; therefore, 
i follows, agreeably to your hypotheſis, that the 

y is prior to the ſou], or matter to ſpirit and 
05 God, who created all things from matter As 
proof of this, you ſay, that God, as a being 
poſſeſſed of love, and wiſdom, and life, is intelligible 
language; but that he is love, and wiſdom, and 
life, is not ſo.” This is coming to the point, and, 
in my opinion, aſſerting in plain language that Na- 
ture is God; and that that being, which you call 
God, is not a perſon, but only the arranging power 
which diſpoſes her ſublime ideas; for man is a 
being poſſeſſed of love, and wiſdom, and life; 
therefore, if God is not love, and wiſdom, and 
life itſelf, but only the poſſeſſor of love, wiſdom, 
and life, he muſt be the recipient of love, wiſe 
dom, and life, from a higher ſource, which has 
life in itſelf, This ſource you make Nature; Na- 
ture infinite ſpace z and infinite ſpace you ſay is 
God! This unmanifeſted Deity, this unknown 
| God, is, according to your creed, a myſterious 
, ſomething, like Nature in its firſt forms, which, as 
* WH fo have no conception of, cannot be any object 
br of your faith or love; fo that i it muſt, of neceſſi- 
en ty, follow, that you do not believe there is a God 
hes TIX = On 
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who governs the univerſe by his providence, 
The ſource of this opinion is, generally, a dread 
of future puniſhment , and a neglect of exerciſing 
.Gur reaſon in ſpiritual things; for, according to 
Lord Bacon, “though a ſmattering in philoſophy 
may lead a man into atheiſm, a deep draught 
will certainly bring him again to the belief of a 
God and Providence.” 


8 'T his confuſion in your ideas, concerning the 
a. Above, ariſes from your thinking of God from 
| | things which are proper to Nature only, as ſpace 
and time, from which man forms the ideas of 
his thought, and thence his underſtanding ; 
F EE 1 he remains in theſe ideas, he never can fee 
* i Fc any thing ſpiritual, but involves ſuch rhings 
= | as are ſpiritual and divine, in ſpace and time, 
which are only proper to material, and not to 
| {ſpiritual things; hence he who cannot elevate 
| his mind to think of God without ſpace, and yet 
1 believe him every where preſent, cannot think of 
| God but as © Infinite Space; and he who cannot 
| 


think of God without time, cannot perceive 
Eternity otherwiſe. than Eternity of time, and 
then his ideas are confuſed in thinking of God 
frorn Eternity; for he thinks from a beginning, 
and a beginning is only of time: therefore, to 
think from the mere light of Nature in reaſoning | 
on God, Angels, and ſpiritual things, is like 
thinking from the darkneſs of the night, of thoſe 
things which appear in the light of day; whence | 
1 ; 3 it 
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it Joplin, that when we freak of ſpiritual 8 
our thoughts muſt be elevated above material 


things; for material things relate to ſpace and 
time, and when matter is put off, ſpace and 
time are put off alſo; and inſtead thereof ſucceed 


ſtates of life. Some idea may be formed of ſtats 
from thoſe words of a thouſand years are as one 
day, and one day as a thouſand years. 


F 


You add, p. 47, © Mr. Swedenborg's notion of 
Angels reſiding with men's affections, is of a 
nature. ſimilar to his doctrine of divine influx,” 


From what has been faid concerning ſpirit 
and matter, it may eaſily be ſeen, that you con- 
found thoſe things, which are proper only to 
material, with ſpiritual things; fo that I muſt 
again remind you, when we ſpeak of the ſpiritual, 


that you do not underſtand the material man. 


That ſpiritual men, and material men, have 


nothing in common with each other, and that a 
ſpirit cannot ſee or feel any thing material, 


has been ſhown ; but that they can apply to, and 


_ converſe with, ſpirits in the body, is clear from 
what follows ; that though a ſpirit be covered 
with a material body, the material body is not 
ſeen by a viſiting ſpirit, but the ſpirit only in 
the body is ſeen. Thus ſpirits who are out of 
the body, can apply themſelves to ſpirits in the 
body, with the ſame caſe that we apply to, and 
conyerſe with, each other, © and they are as 
preſent as any one is with company, ſhut wp in 
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the ſame room.“ Hence it is plain what the 
Baron means, by Angels being with the affectiont 

or ſpiritual men. That material ſubſtances are not 
felt, ſeen, nor prevent the application of ſpiritual 
© bodies, is certain, by our Lord's appearance to his 
diſciples in his ſpiritual body when the doors 
were ſhut, That he appeared to their ſpiritual, 
and not to their material eyes, is evident from the 

- reaſons already given. | | 


We are alſo told, Pſalm xxxiv. 7, © The Angel 
of the Lord encampeth round about them that 
fear him, and delivereth them; and Heb. i. 14, 
« Are they not all miniſtering. ſpirits ſent forth 
- tominiſterto thoſe whoſhall be heirs of ſalvation 8 
11 aſk what are theſe Angels to miniſter to, the 
body or the ſpirit? If to the ſpirit, or ſpiritual 
man, they ſee him as we fee each other, 
with this. difference, that inſtead of the ma- 
terial body, they ſee the real man, or ſpiritual 

body (the material body not being viſible to a 
ſpirit) are with him, go about with him where- 
ever he goes, and, as. was ſaid above, are with 
him as any one is with company, encampeth 
round him, miniſter unto him, and are preſent 
with him, in all his concerns of life. And if this 
was not ſo, what comfort could they give? None, 
unleſs they had free acceſs to reſide with the 
affections, i. e, the underſtanding and will, which 
conſtitute the ſpirizual man; therefore, as he has 
not advanced any thing contrary to Scripture 
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Re rea, ve may conclude it is with you as it 


was with the Jews, John viii. 43, © Why do 


ye not underſtand my ai even becauſe ye 
cannot hear my words.“ 


Now let me aſk if you underſtand* his doctiine 
of divine influx ?- One would ſuppoſe you had 
well inveſtigated It, ſince you ſay that © It is 


unphiloſophical.“ That his definition of divine 
influx does not agree with your notion of phi- 


loſophy we believe, but to ſay he is wrong, be- 


gauſe he does not coincide with your ideas, when 


you do not produce a fingle. argument to confute 


him on this ſubject, will not be credited by thoſe | 


who think for themſelves, There is certainly a 


great difference between him and you in this 


particular; for his doctrine of divine influx 
teaches, that God, wha is a ſpirit, has communi- 
cation with the ſpirit of man: you, on the con- 
trary, ſuppoſe, there is no ſuch intercourſe ; as 


you ſay, „ We have all the knowledge that is | 


neceſſary for the buſineſs of religion, without any 


ſuch ſupernatural influx.” This ſeems rather 


contradictory to our Lord, who ſays, * Aſk and 


you ſhall receive; and that HP will give his 


holy ſpirit to them that aſk. him. Here the inter- 
| courſe is as open between God and man, ſpi- 
rue. as between man and man OY” 


| Ya charge. us 122 c in our ideas 
* God, P: 51. * You oY he conliſts of 
the 
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the properties of wiſdom, love, and life, A 
what relation have any of theſe to form? Fou 
are wrong again; we do not ſay he conſiſts of the 
properties of wiſdom, love, and life, but that 
he is wiſdom, love, and life itſelf, which are 
a ſubſtance and a form; therefore as this cannot 
be placed in a clearer light than it is by the Baron 
himſelf, 1 give it as it is in the Angelic Wiſdom, | 
No. 4h | 


« The common idea of men concerning love | 
and wiſdom, is as of ſomething volatile and 
floating in ſubtile air or æther; or as of an exhalation 
from ſomething of ſuch a nature; and ſcarce any 


one thinks that they are really and actually a 


ſubſtance and a form. Nevertheleſs the truth is, 
that love and wiſdom are a real and actual ſub- 
ſtance and form, which conſtitute the ſubject 
itſelf.“ 


But inaſmuch as this is contrary to appearance, 
it may ſeem not to merit belief, unleſs it be de- 
monſtrated, and it cannot be demonſtrated ex-' 
cept by ſuch things as a man can conceive by his 
bodily ſenſes, Wherefore by them it ſhall be de- 
monſtrated. | 


Man hath five ſenſes, which are called feeling 


taſte, ſmell, hearing, and fight. The ſubject 


of feeling, is the ſkin, with which a man is en- 
compaſſed; the ſubſtance. and form itſelf of the 


ſhin cauſe | it to feel what is applied ; the ſenſe of 


feeling 


| EEE Es oe nd oe I BI 92 
feeling is not in the things which are applied; 
bur it is in the ſubſtance and form of the ſkin, 
which is the ſubject; the ſenſe is only an affection 
thereof from things applied. It is the ſame with 
the taſte; this Tenſe is only an affection of the 
ſubſtance and form of the tongue, the tongue is 
the ſubject. It is the ſame with the nell; that 
odours affect the noſe, and are in the noſe, and 
that there is an affection thereof from odoriferous 
ſubſtances touching it, is well known, Ir is the 
fame with the Hearing; for though it ſeems that 

the Hearing is in the place where the ſound begins, 
the hearing is in reality in the ear, and is an 
affection of its ſubſtance and form. It is the 
fame with the Yght; it appears, when a man 
ſees objects at a diſtance, as if the ſight was there, 
but nevertheleſs it is in the eye which is the ſub- 
ject, and is in like manner an affection thereof. 
The idea of the diſtance of an object ariſes only 
from the judgment determining the ſpace from 
intermediate objects. Hence it appears, that 
the ſight does not go from the eye to the object, 
but that the image of the object enters the eye, 
and affects its ſubſtance and form: for it is the 
ſame with the ſight as it is with the hearing, the 
hearing does not go out of the ear to catch the „ 
found, but the ſound enters the ear and affects it, ” 


From theſe obſervations it may appear, that _ 
the affection of a ſubſtance and form, which — 
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conſtitutes the ſenſe, is not a thing ſeparate from 
the ſubject, but only cauſeth a change in it, the 
ſudject remaining the ſubject then as before, and 


after. Hence likewiſe it follows, that the ſight, 


hearing, ſmell, taſte, and ſeeling, are not any 
thing volatile flowing from thoſe organs, but that 
they are the organs themſelves conſidered in their 
ſubſtance and form, and that whilſt they are 
n ths ſenſe 1 is nn 

It 1s «ob game i love and wiſdom, with this 
only difference, that the ſubſtances and forms, 
which are love and wiſdom, do not exiſt before our 
eyes, as the organs of the external ſenſes; therefore 


no one can deny, that thoſe properties of wiſdom 


and love, which are called thought, perceptions, 
and affections, are ſubſtances and forms, and 


That they are not © volatile entities flowing 2280 
nothing.“ Yo. "0: 


Your 1 on the Baron's account of the 
ſpiritual world, being only a ludicrous eſſay to 


fill the minds of your readers with an opinion, 


that there is no ſuch ſtate hereafter, and not 
being ſupported by argument, I ſhall paſs over ; 


but as the account he has given us of the ſpiritual 
world is agreeable to $eripture, I wilt here fay 


ſomething concerning it. He has told us, that 
immediately after man dies, he riſes again as to 
his 3 or te body, in which he 

5 c exiſterh 


1 
a 
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8 10 a perfect human form; and the dif- 


Ference between a man in the natural world, and 
a man in the fpiritual world, is this vi.) that 
the latter is clothed with a fpiritual body, but 
the former with a natural body, and a ſpiritual 
man ſees a ſpiritual man as clearly, as a natural 
man ſees a natural man; bur a natural man 
cannot ſee a ſpiritual man, nor can a ſpiritual 
man a natural man ; and this is the language of 
Scripture; for our Lord fays, ſpeaking of Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, who were dead many 
hundred years before he came, © God is not the 


God of the dead, but of che living,” and that 


Aeſh and blood cannot inherit the kingdomof God; 
conſequently that Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, 
were then ſpiritual men, and in Heaven; but you 
ſay, p. 46, © All are in the grave, and will re- 
main there till the reſurrection.“ Whether are 
we to believe the Scripture to which the Baron 
bears teſtimony, or you who contradict both? 


For the Apoſtle ſays, Abſent from the * 


n with the Lord.“ 


The world of ſpirits, is RE * into which 
all enter immediately after death, and which com- 
prehends both Heaven and Hell; Heaven being 
the abode of thoſe who have ſpent a good life in 


this world, and who have acted from choice, becauſe 


good was their interior love; and HELL the abode 


ol thoſe who have ſpent an evil life in this world 


and who have acted alſo from choice, evil being 1 


their interior love. 


O Plies" 
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That there is a ſpiritual world is evident, from 
our Lord's words to the thief on the (croſs; 
ce This day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe,” 
which could not be Heaven, for he did not aſcend 
there till forty days after; and alſo from Peter's 
words, concerning what our Lord tranſacted in 
a that world; namely, he went and preached to 
the ſpirits in priſon, even to ſome that had been 
diſobedient ſo long ago as in the days of Noah. 
This is certainly full proof of Baron Swedenborg's 
declaration, concerning the intermediate ſtate, 
into which every man enters after death, in his 
paſſage to eternal happineſs or eternal miſery. 
Thus then we may trace from Scripture, that 
the general world of ſpirits is divided into theſe 
ſs, Heaven, Hell, and the Spiritual World. 


: In this place, or more properly flats, which 
is the general receptory of the human race after 
death, there is nothing proper to this world; 
conſequently neither ſpace nor time, but only the 
appearance of it according to the ſtates of the in- 
habitants. This may in ſome meaſure be illuſtrated 
from what paſſes in the mind of man, in which 
there is no ſpace, but every thing he intenſely 
thinks of, appears preſent to him; in like man- 
ner every one that reflects on the matter muſt 
know, that ſpace is no object of ſight, any far- 
ther than he borrows the idea of it from inter- 
mediat o bjects, and from What he has 1. 
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of diſtance by experience. Now this proceeds 
from the following cauſe (viz.) that in what i is 
continuous or infinite, we have no preciſe idea 
of diſtance or time, but from things that are not 
continuous: thus do things diſcontinuous and 
finite give us ſome, though inadequate, notions of 
things continuous and infinite, whilſt they leave 
us ingapable of forming any poſitive idea of them, 
as they are in themſelves. So full of inconceive- 
able myſtery is every thing infinite and eternal, 

and abundantly ſufficient to humble the pride of 
man, when he turns his W on ſuch ſub- = 
EF 


I now come to take a little notice of the inter- 
pretation of the Scriptures. And firſt, it may be 
neceſfary 4 to point out the abſurdity which appears 
ih your letter, Pp. 37, where you object to any 
ſenſe of the Scriptures, but that which appears 
on the face of the ſacred Writings, „ and that we 
are to be confined to the acceptation of the words, 
as they ſtand in the literal ſenſe * but if this 
be admitted, there are things ſo incompatible 
with common ſenſe, that the fabulous hiſtory of 
the ancient Heathens, is far more we ig? with 
Wund realon. Res Ag 
I ſhall inſtance only a few, as the limit of this 
anſwer will not allow me to adduce numbers. 
We find, Rev. xxi. 17, © And he meaſured the 
5 O 2 Wall 
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wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four 


cubits, being the meaſure of a man, that is, the 
angel. —xxi. 9, Come hither, L will ſhow thee 


the bride, the Lamb's wife z and he ſhowed me. 


that great city, the holy Jeruſalem,” Now if 
uwe are to be confined to the plain acceptation ok 


the words, every man or angel in the holy Jeru 
ſalem, or heavenly city, mull. be about 72 yards. | 


high; and a literal city the wife of Je/us Chriſt. 
But being aware of this objection, you. ſay, p- 25s, 


& In all caſes we interpret. what is figurative and, | 
obſcure, by what is plain and expreſs.” Your 
rule, however, will fail here, as well as in hun- 
dreds of other paſſages of Scripture, What key 
have you to unlock the myſtery of a city being 
the wife of a lamb ? Of a man or an angel being, 
the meaſure of the. wall, which was 73 yards. 
high ? Of a ſerpent converſing with a woman? 
Gen. iü. 1. Of the King of Tyrus having been 
in Eden, the garden of God? Ezek. xxvili, 13. 
Of che fowls and beaſts of the field being drunk 
with blood, and being filled, at the table of God, 
with horſes and chariots ? Ezek, xxxix. 17.— 
Of an angel ſtanding i in the ſun, and inviting the 
fowls that fly in the midſt of Heaven, to the. 
ſupper of the great God ? Rev. xix. 17, 18. Of 
having everlaſting life by eating the fleſh and 
drinking the blood of. Fe/us Chriſt ? Theſe, 
and a great part of the Scriptures, are not to be 
underſtood, udn we have that key which will 


open 
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open the FAS of the /acred Temple of the Word 


of God. This key 1 is that wiſdom, now given ta | 


man in the knowledge of. the, ſcience. of cor 
reſpondencies ; by which, the ſenſe ſignified by. 
the Angel being the meaſure of the wall, which 


was 144 cubits,, is rendered evident z. the number | 


twelve, or twelve, multiplied into itfelf, ſignifying; 
the union of goodneſs and truth. in thoſe who are 
inhabitants of the New Jeruſalem. If it be aſked, 
why. the number twelve ſhould. have ſuch. a cor- 
reſpondence ? a reference ta the Bible will evince, 
that. wherever: that. number i 1: uſed, it ſignifies, a 
complete ſtate, of good, and, truth, charity, and 
faith; and, in an appoſite ſtate, evil and error. 
Alſo, by that great city being the wife. of the 


Lamb: (city, in the internal ſenſe, ſignifies doc- 


trine, wherever it occurs in the Word, and relating: 
to the Lamb, as is, ſaid: by the ſimile of his, 
wife) we are to underſtand, that the doctrine of 


Jeſus Chriſt being the only God, conſtitutes 
Heaven, the New Jeruſalem, or happy: ſtata of 


the bleſſed. By the metaphor, likewiſe; of the 
ſerpent tempting Eve, we underſtand neither the 
woman or the ſerpent; but the ſenſual principle 
in man, againſt. which he has to cantend; and by 
his being prohibited from taking of the forbidden 


fruit, that he keep a conſcience void of ofiiace 


hath ne man. 
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That there is in the Word an internal ſenſe, 
which doth not appear in the letter, is evident: 
The Lord thus deſcribes the conſummation of 
the age, that is, the laſt time of the Church: 
tt Immediately after the tribulation of thoſe days, 
ſhall the Sun be darkened, and the Moon ſhall” 
not give her light, and the Stars ſhall fall from * 
Heaven, and the powers of the Heavens ſhall be 


ſhaken.” That the Sun here doth not ſignify 


Sun, nor Moon Moon, nor Stars Stars; but that 
the Sun ſignifies love to the Lord, and charity 
towards our neighbour ; 3 the Moon, faith, 
grounded in love and charity ; and the ſtars, 
the knowledge of good and truth, will be. 
obvious from what follows; ; and that theſe words 


of our Lord are ſpoken of the end of that 


Church, deſtitute of love and charity, and, 


conſequently, of faith; the Prophet Joel, 


ſpeaking on the ſame ſubject; © The Sun ſhalt 
be turned into darkneſs, and the Moon into 
blood, before the great and terrible day of 
JEHOVAH come!“ ii. 31. 4 

Peter declares, that this propheſy was accom- 
pliſhed in his day; And this is that which was 
ſpoken by the Propher Joel; The Sun ſhall be 


turned into darkneſs, and the Moon into blood, 


before that great and terrible day of the] Lord 
come.” Acts ii. 20. It is plain that this was not 
zccompliſhed i in a literal ſenſe, for Peter was 

e 


LETTER IV. 193 


. preaching to the people at the third hour of the 


day; neither was the Moon turned into blood. 
nor had che Stars fallen from Heaven. ] 


FE Again, that the above is the internal ſenſe, 
will farther appear in Iſaiah; “ The Moon ſhall 
_ bluſh, and the Sun be aſhamed, when the Lord 
of Hoſts ſhall reign in mount Zion, and in Je- 

ruſalem;“ xxiv. 23. that is, faith ſhall bluſh, 

which is ſignified by Moon, and charity ſhall be 
aſhamed, ſignified by the Sun; for it cannot be 
ſaid of the Moon and Sun that they bluſh or are 
aſhamed. Therefore, 1t 1s evident that the ac- 
compliſhment of Joel's propheſy, ſpoken of by 
Peter, ſignifies the end of the Ifraclitiſh or 
Jewiſh Church, and the beginning of another, 
viz, the Chriſtian, We may farther obſerve, 
that the ground of the internal, ſenſe between the 

Sun, and love, or charity, is this: Natural heat 
is an active principle in the Sun; ſpiritual heat is 
| the active principle of love; for who doth not 
know that love, which exiſts in the will, is warm. 
Hence the analogy between the Sun and love.— 
The Moon receives her light from the Sun; 
faith, in like manner, which exiſts in the Church, 
or underſtanding, is not a living faith, unleſs it 
has its ground in, and i is vivified with life from, 
love. In like manner, expreſſions are ſignifi- 
cative, as kingdoms, cities, towns, villages, 
palaces, houſes, nations, people, gardens, vine- 
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104 1 TT ERB TO bx. PRIESTLY, 
yards, olive-yards, gold, Hfilver, braſs, iron, 


birds, beaſts, - bread, wine, oil, morning, day, 


light, and this 'conftantly both in the hiſtorical 
and prophetical books, although they were writ- 
ten by various perſons, at different times, which 
conſtant ſignification never could have had place, 
wnleſs the Word had come down from Heaven. 
Hence it may be known, that there is in the Word 
an internal ſenſe, as appears alſo from this conſi- 
eration, that the divine Word could not poffibly 
eat of ſuch things only, and of mere men, as of 
Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, and their poſterity, 
which was the worſt of nations, of their kings, 
wives, ſons, daughters, concubines, rapines and 
che like, which ſubjedcts, conſidered 1 in themſelves, 
are not wotthy to be mentioned in the Word. 
utileſs by them were repreſented and fignified, 
ſuch things in the internal ſenfe, as ER to 
the Lord's kingdom, 


But as do whar concerns piedvapts of life, 
ſuch as are all the laws of the Decalogue, and 
ſeveral injunctions contained in the law and the 
Prophets, theſe, as they are ſerviceable to man's 
life, are of uſe in each ſenſe, both literal and in- 
ternal, Had not the precepts of the Decalogue 
alſo contained internal things, they would nevet 
have been promulgated in fuch a miraculoum 
manner on Mount Sinai: for ſeveral injunctions 
contained therein, as that parents ought to be 
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honoured ; that theſt, murder, and adultery, 8 
ſhould not be committed that another's propertx 
mould not be coveted; were precepts known 
even to the Gentiles, and preſeribed in their 
laws, which the Children of Iſrael were ac- 
quainted with, ſo that ſuch promulgation was 
unneceſſary, if there had not been an internal 
in the literal ſenſe ; as for example, when-it.is 
ſaid, that they who honour their parents, 
ſhould prolong their days on the earth, by pa- 
rents is meant the Lord, and by earth his king- 
dom, which they who worſhip him from a e 
ciple of love and faith, ſhall poſſeſs for ever, 
But men underſtand by parents, natural baren 
by earth the land of | Canaan, and by prolong- 
ing of days, years of natural obs So when it is 
ſaid; © Thou. ſhalt: not ſteal, the literal ſenſe 
ſignifies natural theft, but the My that man 
ſhould take nothing from the Lord, nor attribute 
any ching to himſelf of righteouſneſs. and merit. 
So again it is ſaid, Thou ſhalt not kill; the 
internal ſenſe is, that man ſhould not bear ha- 
died towards any one, nor extinguiſh any thing 


TT " of charity or faith in any one, but the literal 
5 ſenſe has relation to natural 9 b wer ang * of 
y the * nee n | 

t 

1 The uareghes enen 8 to 


1 us, in the. wonderful congection between things 
4 W with * 1 is agreeable to that 
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of the Apoſtle, Rom. i, 20, For thè inviſible 
things of him, from the creation of the world, 
are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things 
which are made; by which the underſtanding 
is opened into ſpiritual light; every thing na- 
tural, correſponding to its like in the ſpiritual, 
ſimitar to the natural body of man, correſponding 
to its ſpiritual man. Conſequently the Lord 
and Heaven, which are ſpiritual, , e 
N who is both ERR and natural. 


1 10 ue tha d perſelh en may be has 8 

of the correſpondence of ſpiritual with natural 
things, and as a proof that ſuch is not à mere 
notion, but a fact, the following from the Ba- 
ron's Treatiſe on the Divine Wiſdom, ſhows the 
torreſpondence between the ſpiritual and natural 
man. It is ſaid that heretofore it was not known 
hat ſpiritual is, and what its correſpondence is 
wir natural, and conſequently what corre - 

ſpondence is, but ſtill both might have been 

known. Who doth not know, that affection 

and [thought are ſpiritual, and thence that al 

things of affection and thought are ſpiritual? Who 

doth not know, that action and ſpeech are natu- 
ral, and thence that all things that are of action 

and ſpeech are natural? Who doth not know, 

that affection and thought, which are ſpiritual, 

cauſe a man to act and ſpeak? Who may not 

thence know what W is, of things 

ſpiritual 


« 


as 


* 
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ſpiritual with things natural? Poth not thought 


cauſe the tongue co ſpeak ? and affection, to- 
gether with thought, cauſe the body to act? They 
are two, diſtinct things. I can think, and not 


ſpeak, and I can will and not act; and it is 
known, that the body doth not think, and doth 
not will, but that the thought falls into the 
ſpeech, and the will into the action,“ 


But to enter into a copious difplay of the cor - 
reſpondences, would not be conſiſtent with the 
brevity: I intend. The preceding obſervations, 
therefore, may ſuffice to prove, that this key 
unlocks the cabinet, containing the hidden trea- 
ſures of ſcriptural wiſdom, diſcovering ſuch 
beauties in the Word, as man had no conception 
of before, making them appear more holy and di- 


vine, reconciling every ſeeming contradiction, 
and removing all ambiguity, which may appear 
on the face of the letter. This is the ground on 


which we receive the author, as one divinely 
commiſſioned, it being greater and more con- 
vincing proof, than if he had received power to 
do miracles ; for it proves, beyond all doubt, 


dkuhat ſuch wiſdom muſt have been revealed from 


above, being too ſublime, too holy and a 
for the 1 inventive ene. * men. 
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* 108 LETTERS TO DR. PRIEST Ly. 


Having ſhown on what authority we receive 
the explanation of the ſacred Scriptures, as given 
in the writings of this Heaven · taught ſcribe (via.) 
becauſe they carry the conviction of truth to the 
underſtanding (as you lay great ſtreſs on mi- 

_ racles) I ſhall now enquire, what effect they have 
had on the minds of men in 2 ages of * ä 
world. des 
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If miracles alone will be ſufficient: evidence 
with you, to eſtabliſh this man as divinely com- 
miſfioned, I think it would not with any real 
ſearcher for Truth ; for we have inſtances of great 


| and wonderful miracles being done by wicked 
men, who no doubt had” numerous followers. 
if Rev. xix. 20, “% And the beaſt was taken, and 
| with him the falſe Prophet; that wrought mira- 
f eles before him; with which he deceived them 
ö that had received the mark of the beaſt.” Witneſs 
f the magicians of Pharaoh, who were equally capa- a 
N ble! by their enchantments, of changing their rods | 
b into ſerpents with Moſes : the works of the wicked | 
1 Prophet' Balaam, and many others who did great 
jp 2 and our Lord himſelf tells us, Mark xiii. b 
N 2, For falſe Chriſts ſhall ariſe and falſe Pro- t 
Wl phe) and ſhall-ſhow ſigns and wonders, to de- 7 
= ceive, if it were poſſible, the very-ele&,” Now h 
N had Swedenborg had the giſt of performing mi- N 
racles in the moſt unlimited ſenſe, as it is evi- b 


© . 


dent that miracles may have their origin from 


two ſources, $008 and evil (and as there is a poſ- 
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ſibility of men, who are Internally wicked, ap- 
pearing to others as good men, unleſs there were 
ſome other more certain ſtandard, which has been 
' poken of, by which we might judge the truth of 
his miſſion) it would be unwarrantably bold in 
the New Church, to receive him, on ſuch evi- 
dence, as a meſſenger of truth. 


In order to ſhow that the impartial mind will 1 

| ſooner yield to the mild dictates of truth, than | 
the force of miracles, it may not be improper to 
inſtance that of the Prophet Jonah to the people . "1," 

of Nineveh; Jonah ii. 2, © Ariſe, go to Nineveh, 
that great city, and preach unto it.“ The 
word was not, raiſe the dead, reſtore the blind, in 
order that they may believe; but Go, and 
preach.” No other ſign had the Ninevites ; and 
it is expreſsly ſaid of the greateſt Prophet that 
ever appeared on earth, © yea, more than a Pro- 


phet,” viz. John the Baptiſt John did no 5 | 
miracle.“ John x. 41. And when the Jews | ; 
ſought for a ſign, the anſwer was, Matt. xvi. 4. 1 


« The wicked and adulterous generation ſecketh 
for a ſign, and there ſhall no ſign be given, but = 
the ſign of the Prophet Jonah.“ You are al- 7 
ready ſenſible what effect miracles in general haye- 
had in the earlier ages of the world; for we do 
not find that all the miracles which Moſes did 
before Pharaoh, had any influence on his mind ſo 
| as to prevail on him to believe on Moſes's Lord, - We 
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EL © Had tie believedtharthe Lord bad ſent him, the 

þ 9 1 | command would: have been immediately obeyed. 

N 4 | Nay, even the Children of Ifrael, who were witneſſes 

We | to the voice of the Lord from Sinai, the thunders, 

_ — lightenings, and the mountain ſmoaking, and 

. ſaid unto Moſes, Ex. xx. 19, © Talk thou with 

1 * us, and we will hear thee; but let not God talk 

F385 with us, leſt we die!” yet, after ſo many glo- 

188 rious manifeſtations, what effect had theſe mira- 

_ T8 cles upon them? In the ſpace of ſix or ſeven 

= „ weeks, we find they had forgot them all, for they 

8 made a calf of gold, and worſhipped it, ſaying, 

Tn. * Theſe be thy Gods, O Iſrael, which brought 

_ thee out of the land of Egypt.“ Ex. xxxii. 4, 

= | | It is alſo known, that the Lord, when he was 

| NY „ upon earth; did many miracles; but there is no 
=. proof that the miracles he performed, induced | 
_, = | the Jews to believe on him. John x11. 37, And 1 
4 | though he had done ſo many - miracles before ] 
. 2 them, yet believed they not on him.” Now it h 
i i | 13 evident to all, that, as. the thought falls into 0 
= i the ſpeech, in like manner, the will falls into w 
1 the action; therefore, it follows, that miracles 
= E::, f being real actions, only have connection with 
_ bo the will, and do not, in any ſenſe whatever, give 
4 ih {| = | wiſdom; light, or faith, to the underſtanding; 
= 0 | which was the reaſon they did not believe; belief, 
_ 118 or faith, being the deliberate reſult of the wages 
AJ "i | Es GY rp by truth. 
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LETDER Iv. 111 


That you ſhould precipitately give your judg- 
ment, and charge any man, or community: of 
men, with what he or they were never guilty of, 


is certainly wrong. Charity (which you com- 
plain we want) induces me to think it is not a 


wilful miſrepreſentation, but rather to conclude, 


that your eagerneſs to contradict opinions fo truly 


heterogeneous to your own, did not permit you, 
thoroughly and impartially, to re ad and inveſti- 
gate the writings of Baron Swedenborg. The 
paſſage I refer to, is in your firſt letter, p. 3, 


where you ſay, Holding theſe rational ſenti- 


ments, I cannot help expreſſing ſome ſurpriſe 
that you ſhould be ſo uncharitable as you are, 


admitting. none into Heaven but thoſe who think 


as you do of the perſon of Chriſt; and as a 


proof of this, you bring Swedenborg to confirm 
it; No one (ſays he) can be admitted into 


Heaven, who thinks of there being three Gods, 
howſoever he may ſay with his lips there is but 
one; for the life of the whole Heaven; and all the 


; wiſdom of angels, is founded on the acknowledg+ 


ment and confeſſion of one God, and on the 
faith that this one God is alſo man, and that he is 
the Lord who is alſo God and mar,” But had 
you, inſtead of forming ſuch haſty concluſions, 
diveſted your mind of prejudice; and read a little 
farther, you would have learnt that the: Baron 
declares, «© Thoſe who have lived good lives, be» 


come. recipients of divine truth in the ſpiritual 
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* nd are then admit table into Heaven.” 
And he farther ſays, Theol. 729, There is no 
nation or people throughout the whole world, 


which may not be ſaved, if _ acknowledge a 
Cod, and live good lives.“ TL herefore, it is 
plain that he admits, that whoever, from a prin- 

ciple of good, live good lives, will, finally, be re- 
ceived into the divine preſence, even yourſelf, 
although you now believe that Chriſt is only a 
mere man. Hence it is alſo evident, that the 
Baron makes a © good life the ground which 
will immediately receive the ſeed of truth in 
the ſpiritual world, and that an evil life is the 
4 ſtony ground,” where the ſeed of truth 


cannot be received ; and, conſequently, that 


thoſe who are in the love of evil, can never 
receive that 7rutbyin the ſpiritual world, © that 
there is only one God, that he is the Lad v who is 
an wow cons man,” 

21 e whars is ad above, it appears undenia- 
ble, that the opinion you have publiſhed to the 
world, vis. *© That the New Church has no 
charity but for thoſe who think of the perſon of 

Chriſt as they do, is wholly without foundation, 


and a ſurmiſe of your own ; for whoever reads 


the Baron's works with a deſire to obtain truth, 


_ will find they breathe the ſpirit of unbounded 


CHARITY. Claiming a precedency above all | 
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7 ack: in this particular, they inculcate love ex- 
tenſive as the univerſe; which reaches the Pagan, 


Mahometan, Jew, 401 Chriſtian of every deno- 


mination; in every ſenſe agretably to that of the 
Apoſtle, where he ſays, e Now, of a truth, I ſee 


God is no reſpecter of perſons, but, in every 


nation, he that fears God; and works righteouſneſs, 
will be accepted of. him.” - Nay, as a proof of 
the great charity of this diſpenſation, they declare 
that * even the devils in the hells are debtors to 
the love and miercy of the Lord, who renders 


their ſtate as happy as their own infernal 5 
ſitions wil og them.“ 


Let me now afk, Had the miſſion of Kon | 
Swedenborg been attended with miracles, would 
you have believed his miſſion divine? I think, 
from the evidence I have Wready gathered, we 
may ſafely conclude you would not; for had 
many of the reputed wiſe ones of our day, 
lived in the days of Iſaiah, and heard him relate 
his viſion, he had without doubt been branded 
with the epithets of enthuſiaſt and dreamer ; the 
word of the Lord coming to Jeremiah, fooliſh- | 


nels; Jonah, a mm and the eren of. 
ner lonaties. 7 


2 wi Ae Aeened 4 — of true 
n to overcome prejudice; the lover of truth 


3 taught 60 believe this, aid to be perſuaded. 
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114 LETTERS TO DR, PRIESTLY. 


that truth is not leſs. truth, becauſe it is vilified 
and oppoſed, neither is error leſs error, becauſe 
i ork. ognIeee fe» Gs 200 1: Rs 
ne 


| Led with ghis matter to be well confdered 
and underſtood, being well aware that ſuch aa 
object to Baron Swedenborg, the want of miracu- 
lous teſtimony, have never yet given the nature 
of that teſtimony a proper degree of ſerious 
attention; for hath not a miraculous teſtimony, 
and this of a moſt extraordinary nature, been 
vouchſafed in the preſent inftance ? What could 


be a greater miracle than that a man like our. 


ſelves, for the ſpace of twenty ſeven years, con- 
tinually ſhould enjoy open communication with 
the Spiritual World, ſo as to be enabled to diſ- 
courſe with Spirits and Angels, and to ſee the 
things of that world, which according to the 
general laws of nature, are totally concealed from 
mortal eyes? What again could be a greater 
miracle, than that by means of this ſame man, 
the internal ſpiritual ſenſe of che Holy Scriptures 
is now opened and made manifeſt, which hath 
been heretofore deeply hid and concealed from 
the moſt enlightened perſons of former ages? 
Laſtly, What could be a greater miracle, than the 
fulfilment hereby of ancient prophecies, in raiſing 
up again the tabernacle of David which had fuilen 
an Haag +: 
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Temple of pure worſhippers of the great 


JEHOVAH, fignified and predicted in the 


Revelations, under the figure of the #ride the 


' Lamb's wife? Yet you reject all this moſt extra · 


ordinary miraculous evidence, which is enough 


wo convince every ſerious and well-diſpoſed mind; 
and in the mean while, what is the evidence you 


require in its place? Why, like the diſſatisfied 
Jews of old, a /ign from Heaven, a miracle of your 


own chooſing, and not of God's, an imaginary 
- teſtimony, which I will be bold to ſay, would 


not produce conviction if granted, How many 


would haye imputed them to an infernal inſtead 


of a divine agency? How many would have made 


them even 2a ground and reaſon, for refuſing 


their aſſent to our Author's Doctrines, urging 
them as marks of antichriſt, and of the falſe pro- 
phet, and ſheltering themſtlves herein under the 


declaration of Chriſt himſelf, who hath ſaid, that 


* falſe Chriſts and falſe prophets ſhall riſe, and ſhall 
ſhow ſigns and ue to ſeduce if . even 
4he elect.“ | 


8 far the e 8 che 


apocalyptic propheſies, relating to the preſent 
Corruptions of Chriſtendom, and the expeCtation 
| ind bleſſed arrival of the pure law and 2 55 * 
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25 716 0 LETTERS To DR. PRIEQTLY, 


Heaven amongſt men, is agreeable to experience 


and fact, as manifeſted" in the circumſtances of 
the times, and in the external ſtate of the Chriſ- 
tian world at this day, I leave to the determin- 

. - ation of your own private unprejudiced Judg- ; 

ment: but ſurely the great overflowings of ini- 
gquity amongſt all ranks and degrees of men, the 
general diſregard ſhown to things of a ſerious and 


eternal nature, the ſmall remains left of the fear 


of God, and a reverence for. his laws in the 
minds of mankind: the various and violent diſ- 


putings amongſt different ſects and parties re- 


ſpecting truth, nation thus riſing againſt nation, 
and kingdom againſt kingdom ; the growing denial 
of that moſt important and eſſential article of 


Chriſtian faith, the divinity of the Chriſtian Re- 
decmer, whoſe very name is become an offence 


to mention, in moſt of our genteel circles (and 


I bluſh to ſay, even is ſcarcely ever heard of 


from the pulpits of our eſtabliſned Churches) 


all theſe are ſtrong collateral teſtimonies in favour 
of his interpretation, and muſt needs have pro- 
portionable weight with candid and _— judiced 
e to _—_— them to ave ih it. 


1 mY N writer, and a ain man, "Rag ©they 
never find God, who ſeek for him by reaſoning 
and ſpeculation ; ; for ſince God is the higheſt 
Oh and the. FIR lite, nothing but a like 
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Spirit, and a like life, can unite with bine find 
or feel, or know any thing of him. Hence it is, 
that faith and love turned towards God, are the 
only poſlible; and alſo infallible means, of ob- 
..- caining'a true and living knowledge of him; and 
the reaſon is plain, becauſe; by theſe holy tem- 
pers, which are the workings of ſpirit and 
life within us, we ſeek the God of life where he 
is, we call upon him by his own voice; we draw 
near to him by his o.] n ſpixit for nothing 
can breathe forth faith and love to n vas 
| n y"_u 1 Tae en ch 1s OE 2621 


This b likedterlin} bes mo he's current 
coin of the kingdom of Heaven; and 1 think 
there is not a more infallible truth in the world 

than this, that neither reaſoning” nor learning 
can ever introduce a ſpark of Heaven into our 
fouls ; ſuch men, though they may be of an 
humane, ingenuous, generous, and open na. 8 
ture, of lively parts and much candopr; are ne- 
vertheleſs entirely ignorant of the heart of inan, 
and the neceſſities of human nature; as yet 
(though they know it not) they are only at play 
and paſtime, pleaſing. themſelves with ſuppoſed + 
deep enquiries after ſtrict truth, whilſt they are 


| only ſporting themſelves with -lively wandering 
images of this or that, juſt as they happen to 
5 ſtart 975 in their minds, Could ſuch but fee 
E | 5 themſelves | 
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116 LETTERS TO DR. PRIESTLY, 


themſelves in the ftate of the poor diftreſied pro- 
digal fon, and find they are the very perſons there 


recorded, they would then, but not till then, ſee 
che fitneſs of that redemption, which is offered 
them by Feſus Chriſt. To the poor the Gofpel is 


preached; but if a man knows and feels nothing 
of this poverty of his nature, he is not that per- 
Jon to whom the Goſpel belongs, it has no ſuita- 
bleneſs to his ſtate, and then the greater his parts 
and abilities are, the better is he qualified to 
place in a contemptuous light, every doctrine of 


that ſalvation, of which he feels no want; ſuch 
muſt be left to their own ey/ium, till ſomething 


more than argument and diſputation ' awakens 
them out of their pleaſing dreams. TE 


_  T-ſhall now draw to a concluſion, and have 
only to obſerve, that though we be ever fo well 
informed with regard to the ſacred truths con- 
tained in the Word of God, yet unleſs thoſe 
truthe, exiſting in the underſtanding, be joined 
o the affection of the will, and brought into 
act in the liſe, they will render us no eſſential 
ſervice, ſave only to increaſe the weight of our 
miſery hereaſter; on the contrary, if we do not 
confirm ourſelves in falſe doctrines, through evils 


of life, though we do not underſtand the Word of 


Coed, nor a lingle- truth therein contained, yet 
Þelieve there is a God, and live in love to him, 


and charity to all mankind, we ſhall meet with 
each other, and live for ever, in that bleſſed ſtate 


of inviſible ies, which he has prepared for | 
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